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to errors and defective returns in certain surveys, | 
plats, and field notes; which was read a first time. 


INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill from the |) 
House to amend the act to provide for the better | 
organization of the Indian Department, &c., re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Na- 
thaniel Hogatt; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, | 
to whom were referred the bills from the House | 
concerning collection districts, and the bill extend- | 
ing the a granted by the 7th section of the || 
act of 3d March, 1845, to the town of Whitehall, || 
in the State of New York, reported the same with- || 
out amendment. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported bills || 
to authorize the issuing of registers to. the brig | 
Leverett, and to the barque Canton; which were | 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House concerning 
the iicensing of yachts, and for other purposes, 
reported the same without amendment. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate resumed || 
the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of || 
the bill making appropriations for the civil and di- || 
plomatic expenses of the Government for the year || 
ending on the 30th day of June, 1848. {| 

The question fending was upon agreeing to the || 
amendment proposed cata appropriating | 
$70,000 to pay the claim of the State of Texas | 
against the United States, for goods forcibly taken 
from the custom -house of the republic of Texas by 
citizens of the United States. 

' Mr. BUTLER saw no necessity for placing so | 
large a sum as $70,000 at the disposal of the Presi- 
dent. The guns might be worth $5,000, and a fair || 
allowance might be made for the other goods. He || 
moved to amend the amendment by striking out | 
$70,000, and inserting $30,000. 

Mr. EVANS said that according to the official | 
estimate, the guns were only worth $1,970. 

Mr. BUTLER said he was disposed to be liberal, | 
and to give a full compensation. 

Mr. ARCHER was understood to say that our 
citizens had done wrong, and we had made proper | 
atonement to Texas for the wrong. And if Texas 
required further concession, he had no doubt the 
United States would institute a criminal proceeding 
against the offenders. But if the injury had been 
done to the State, be thought she should not come 
to Congress for pecuniary compensation. | 

Mr. RUSK said that he would not consent on || 
the part of Texas to receive pecuniary compensa- j 
tion for an insult. She had, at the time, power to || 
punish the offenders. But she flid not go so far | 
as she might have done. She did not avail herself |) 
of her physical powers to obtain redress, It was | 
a principle of international law, that a Government 
was bound to prevent her citizens from perpetrati 
an injury to a foreign Government; and if they did | 
80, she was bound to deliver up the aggressors, or 
to punish them. There was no treaty existing | 
under which the United States was required to de- | 
liver up these offenders to Texas, and no law for 
their punishment. This, at least, was the expla- 
nation of the Secretary of State.’ But Texas had 
Sustained a pecuniary loss, and the United States 
had failed to render justice. They had failed to 
do so, and the President had recommended this 
appropriation. Goods to the amount of Fee 
had been landed in opposition to the laws of Texas, 
and under those laws they were forfeited. 

he amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS moved further toamend the amend- 
ment by providing that the claim should be settled 
by the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, 


which was to. 
The eee as amended was then agreed 


to—yeas 23, nays 15. 
Mr. CAM N moved an amendment to au- 
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thorize the President to employ two messengers, 


/at the same compensation as is allowed to the | 
| messengers of the departments; which was dis- 
| agreed to. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved an amendment 
appropriating a sum, ($5,000,) to be paid annually, 
for the purchase of Catlin’s gallery of Indian por- | 


Mr. CLAYTON stated that this was probably | 
the last opportunity which would be offered for 
obtaining this gallery of paintings, perpetuating 
the lineaments of these aborigines. He would | 
not now go into the merits of these paintings. | 
They had been seen by all the Senators. At the | 
last session, memorials had been presented from | 
the principal artists praying that they might be | 

sks ate by the Government; and this was the 


ast opportunity. They were about six hundred 


| in number, and were now at the Louvre, in Paris, 
| where they had met with unqualified approbation. 


It was provided by his amendment that they were 


not to be purchased unless the Smithsonian Insti- || 
|| and passed. 


tution would find a place for them in their gallery, 
which he understood would probably be done. 


| They might, perhaps, be purchased for about 
$50,000, of which it was proposed to pay $5,000 |! 


annually. 

Mr. BREESE said he was not aware of any | 
arrangement which had been suggested in the In- 
stitute for these paintings; and six hundred of | 
them would fill the entire gallery intended for the 
fine arts. These pictures are not, of themselves, 
of such excellence as would probably be selected 
for the gallery of the arts. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was opposed to purchasing | 
the portraits of savages. What great moral les- 
son are they intended to inculcate? He would | 
rather see the portraits of the numerous citizens | 
who had been murdered by these Indians. He 
would not vote a cent fora portrait of an Indian, 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON added, that this coilec- 
tion had cost Mr. Catlin not less than $10,000. 
Propositions had been made for their purchase in | 
Europe, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
these Indians; but we were more bound to pre- 
serve them than foreigners were. 
stitute, this appropriation was to depend on their 
decision. If they could not provide a place for | 
them the paintings would not be purchased. 

The motion was then decided in the negative. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in, 


Mr. J.M. CLAYTON then moved a recon- | 
sideration of the vote upon concurring in the 
amendments, so far as regards the following amend- | 
ment : f 


*‘ That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed to pay | 
to Ritchie and Heiss the amount deducted by the committees | 


of the Senate and House of Representatives from their ac- || 


As to the In- | 


OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Senies...... No. 34. 
Davis, Evans, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, 


Mangum, Miller, Nilos Pearce, Upham, und Yalee—20, 
Mr. DIX then moved an amendment to pay 


|| John Hogan, late agent to the republic of St. Do- 


mingo, the sum of $790; which was disagreed to 
on a division—ayes 18, noes 19. 
Mr. CASS moved an amendment making an 


Appropriation for the repurchase of a township of 


land in Michigan, &c.; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT, by direction of the Committee 
on the Public Buildings, moved an amendment ap- 
propriating $4,876 for alterations and the ventila, 
tion of the Senate Chamber, on the plan of John 
Skirving; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MANGUM, under the impression that 
there had been a mistake in the count upon the 
vote by which the amendment for the payment of 
John Hogan was disagreed to, renewed thatamend- 
ment, changing the sum from $790 to $740. The 


| amendment wus agreed to—ayes 23, noes 16. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time 


MILITARY BILL. 


Mr. DIX, on leave, introduced a bill to amend 
the act to raise fora limited time an additional 
military force, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DIX explained that the bill was designed to 
remedy some defeets in the military bill lately 
passed, relative to the mode of issuing scrip, which 


| it provided should be issued under the authority of 


the Secretary of War. It had been also omitted 
to fix any period for the payment of the interest. 
There was also a section to prevent any transfers of 


|| scrip until it was issued by the Treasury Depart- 


ment; and another exempting that stock from ali 
| claims for debt. 
The bill was then read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House to amend the act of January 18, 1837, to 
provide for the payment of horses or other pro- 
perty lost or destroyed in the military service of the 
Tnited States, reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. BRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill pro- 
viding for the surrender of certain bonds of the 
State of Indiana, held by the United States; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Senate 

proceed to the consideration of the bill to provide 

some relief for the suifering people of Ireland and 
Scotland. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were order- 
ed, and, being taken, ike motion was not agreed 
to—yeas 18, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Thomas Clayton, John 


counts, as rendered, for printing furnished and delivered | M. Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarna- 
previous to the passage of the printing law now in opera- || gin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, angum, 


The motion prevailed. 


tion.” 1 Miller, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Westcott, and Wood- 
i 
| 


Mr. EVANS then moved to amend the amend- i 


ment by striking out the words ‘ the Senate and.”’ | 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the 
amendment of Mr. Evans was disagreed to—yeas 


} 
| 
22, nays 22, as follows: P 
| being 
ohn M. Clayton, Corwin, || 
Davis, Evans, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, || 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Benton, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, j 


eset, Hemet, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Upham, and 
Yulee—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby. Breese, 
a Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, 
field, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Mason, 
Rusk, Sevier, Soulé, Sturgeon, Webster, and Westcott—22. | 


* The VICE PRESIDENT gave the casting vote 
in the negative. eee 
The question then recurred upon concurring in | 
the amendment as adopted in committee of the 
whole, and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas | 
23, nays 20, as follows: 
¥EAS—Messre. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, 
Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- | 
field, negan, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Mason 
Rusk, aberier, & Soulé, Sturgeon, Webster, Westcott, and 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cathonn, Cil- 
ley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 


x, Fair- || 


» Benton, || 


bridge—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Breese, Ben- 
ton, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Honston, Mason, Niles, Rusk, 
| Sevier, Soulé, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, and Yulee—23. 


| On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate then 
roceeded to the consideration of the special order, 


THE THREE MILLION BILL. 


Mr. NILES said it was with unfeigned regret 
that he occupied, at this late period of the session, 
apy of the valuable time of the Senate, or delayed 
| for a single hour its final action upon the bill before 
| them, ——— as the discussion had been alread 
| extended to so greata length. His reason for ad- 
| dressing them was, mainly, that he might set him- 
| self right before his constituents and the country 
| in relation to the gené¥al subjects embraced in this 
discussion; for he perceived that some doubts had 
been expressed in the newspapers as to the course 
which he would take in relation to this measure; 
, and he thought it incumbent upon him, therefore, to 
| express his views in reference to it; and, indeed, in 
| reference to all the great questions which had been 
brought into discussion. Another reason why he 

addressed the Senate at this time was, because he 
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wished to present his views upon a branch of 
this subject which had hardly been touched upon 
by any gentleman who had yet addressed them. 
The branch of the subject to which he alluded, and 
which he thought properly belonged to this discus- 
sion, was the want of harmony between the for- 
eign policy of the Government at this time and its 
domestic policy. 

The honorable Senator from South Carolina, who 
had addressed the Senate the other day with his 
usual ability and force, commenced his remarks by 
saying that he regarded the present as the greatest 





crisis, or at least one of the greatest crises, in which | 
this country had ever been placed during the whole | 


period of his political life. 
did not fully concur. 
present condition of our affairs was so very alarm- 


ing as the remarks of the honorable Senator seemed | 


lo imply. 
He would admit, however, that the financial 


In this remark Mr. N. | 


Me did not think that the |) jt is merely throwing dishonor upon the Adminis- | 


| tration, or rendering it unpopular. 


affairs of the Government were likely to be placed 


in a critical and embarrassing condition, and that 
the future was overeast with great doubt and un- 
certainty. ‘The great question of the war in which 
the country was éngaged seemed very naturally to 
divide itself intagseveral parts. In the first place, 
as to its origin, as to the circumstances which had 
placed the country in a state of war; and in the 
next place, as to the objects of the war, and the 
manner in which it could best be terminated; and, 
Jastly, as to the consequences which might be ex- 
vected to result from it. There seemed to be very 
Tictte harmony in this body upon any of these 
questions. We were not only divided in regard 
to the origin of the war, but also in regard to the 
objects for which the war was prosecuted, and in 
regard to the best mode of terminating it. And if, 
upon its termination, we should receive an acces- 
sion of territory, we were divided upon the ques- 
tion a8 to what we would do with such territory. 
There was no unanimity in this body in regard to 
any of these questions, but he was Lene to per- 
ceive, from what he had heard in the course of this 
debate, that there were some things upon which 
they were all united. He believed that they were 
now all united upon the fact that war actually exists. 
It was a matter of controversy at the last session, 
but he believed there was now no difference of 
opinion upon that point; and he believed they were 


united upon another thing, and for that they must ° 


give due credit to Governor Johnson, of South 
Carolina, who had communicated to the Legisla- 
ture of that State the fact, that this war was no 
fiction. He believed they were all united upon 
that. He believed they were also united upon an- 
other thing: he believed they all desired peace; 
he hoped so at least; and a speedy peace. Thus 
far they all agreed, and upon these points upon 
which they agreed it was not necessary for him to 
say anything, but in regard to those about which 
there was so much diversity of opinion he had 
something to say. 

In the first place, in regard to the commence- 
ment of the war. This subject had been very 
much discussed; and perhaps nothing new could 
be said about it: still he desired to say something 
regarding it; and he was reminded what he had to 
say by some of the reasons which he had given 
for addressing the Senate at all. It was not for 
the purpose of advancing any speculative opinion, 


not from any party consideration connected with | 
it, that he was induced to occupy any portion of | 


their ume upon the subject, but from much higher 
considerations, He had witnessed with extreme 
regret the course taken by gentlemen in this body— 
gentlemen possessing the very highest order of tal- 
ent—gentlemen enjoving the confidence of this 
country In a very eminent degree—gentlemen well 


known in other parts of the world, and whose | 


opinions were regarded as indicating the publie 
sentiment of the country—he was sorry to have to 
say that he had seen those gentlemen exerting the 
eloquence and ability which they possessed in pla- 
cing their country in the wrong in regard to this 


war: not only placing her in the wrong, but im- | 


puting to her a degree of guilt which, should it be- 
come established and remain a part of our history 
would form the darkest page to be found in the 
annals of this country. What was it that these 
gentlemen declared to the world ?—for those who 
spoke here spoke to the world. They declared 
thet this war was unnecessary. 

Now, if this Government has engaged in an 


| know who were its authors. 
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. : : | 
something extremely wrong in our policy; but || 


the gentlemen do not stop 


ere: they tell us that || 


the war was commenced by this Government with- || 


outany adequate cause. They tell us farther, that 
the war was commenced by the President of the 
United States; and we all know that he has no 
constitutional authority to make war. 
say still more—yes, sir, they make for us a da 

page in our history; but, thank God, it is not true 
—they say this is not only a war that is unneces- 
sary, unjust, and unconstitutional, but that it is 


i 
j 
| 
| 
} 


But ae I] 


' 
} 
‘ 


altogether an aggressive war, and a war forconquest | 


on our part! 


degree of imputation which they are attempting to | 
cast upon the country? Let them not suppose that | 


In a matter of | 


Why, are gentlemen sensible of the || 


this great concern, it is impossible to separate the || 


Administration from the country; but what I say 


| in regard to this point is not to be taken as an effort 


on my part té’defend the Administration. Admin- 
istrations arising from the sudden action of a con- 


| vention, existing for a single term, as is becoming | 


| view to conquest. 


usual nowadays, are of little importance compared 


‘| claims as we had upon her. 


to the character and honor of the country. Of Ad- || 


ministrations it may now be said— 


“ They may flourish or may fade ; 
- A breath can make them as a breath has made.” 


I admit, sir, that the cireumstances attending this 
war are somewhat unfavorable to the character of 


this country. 


They are calculated to make an un- || 


favorable impression, although, when the true state | 
of facts is kept in view, I think that such a conclu- | 


sion is eminently unjust. Yet we see sucha charge, 
such an imputation cast upon us in the leading 


journals of Europe; even in France, once our ally, | 


we find the Government paper expressing doubts |! 


whether the United States are not undergoing a | 
great change in their foreign policy—whether we | 


are not forfeiting that high character which we 


have so long maintained by engaging in a war of | 
aggression, as they seem to assume; a war witha | 


Is it not giving some sort of | 


countenance to this assumption when we hear gen- | 


tlemen upon this floor making assertions of this 


kind? Sir, our reputation cannot be valued too 
highly. One of the greatest men of France not 


long ago made use of this memorable declaration: 
‘* He wished prosperity to all nation’, but he de- 
sired greatness only for France and the United 


States.’” The reputation of this country abroad 
is valuable, It should not be permitted to be tar- 
nished, 


With these preliminary observations he would 
proceed to the question. 'The Senator from Maine, 
{Mr. Evans,] with his strong, logical mind, had un- 
dertaken to demonstrate that this war originated 
out of the despatches of the Secretary of State to 
Mr. Slidell. Other Senators had taken the ground 
that the order for the removal of our troops to the 
Rio Grande was the cause of the war. The first 
question necessarily was, whether the war was 
commenced by the United States, or whether it 
was commenced by Mexico? For, in order to 
get at the causes of the war, it was necessary to 
Gentlemen had dis- 


| cussed the causes of this war as though we had 


commenced it; but such was not-the fact. The 
war was commenced by Mexico, and the cause 
for it on her part was that Texas, over which 
she foolishly persisted in asserting her dominion, 
had been annexed to this country. In regard to 
this fact he thought there could be no doubt; there 
had been no formal declaration of war on her part 
But the official papers emanating from the Mexi- 
can Government clearly showed that the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States was the cause 
of the war. We were told that Mexico was en- 
feebled, and that we ought to be very indulgent to 
her; that we ought not to prosecute the war against 
her. He apprehended that, without an entire 
abandonment of the rights of Texas and a sacri- 
fice of the honor of this nation, a peace could 
never be made until Mexico was forced to yield 
her unfounded pretensions to the dominion of 


| Texas. She had as yet shown no disposition to 
_econcede this point: the war must, therefore, be 


continued in some form until she relinquished her 
pretensions. - 
From Mexico they learned that annexation, a 


| annexation only, was the cause of war, and that 


unnecessary war, that implies something wrong, | 


she commence 
a determination existed on the 


He showed that 
of Mexico from 
the time that annexation took place, to enter into 


war against us. 


ne 
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| the removal was a measure of precaution, 





men of the Revolution there at all? 





Feb. 27, 
a war with this country; that she had immediately 
set herself about collecting her troops and prepa. 
ring for war. They actually issued a quusi o¢ 
contingent declaration of war; which was foljoy;, d 


up by manifestoes from her public officers. Ang 
what would have been the consequence, he asked 

in the then exasperated. state of public feeling jy, 
Mexico, if thisGovernment had remained inactive 

and left the frontier of Texas without protection’ 
whilst Mexico was collecting her forces for ih¢ 
avowed object of the invasion and reconquest of 
Texas? If this Government had done nothing 

would they not have been accused of a gross ye. 
glect of their duty? The war was brought upon 
us by the folly and rashness of Mexico, ani 

although it was much to be deplored, yet he he. 
lieved it was the sense of this nation that it could 
not have been avoided on our part, and that, being 
engaged in it, it was now our duty to prosecute 
the war until Mexico yielded the point dhich had 
given rise to the contest, and satisfied such other 
This, he believed 
was the sentiment of the whole country. 

The removal of our troops to the Rio Grande 
was no more an act of war than the removal tg 
Corpus Christi. In the existing condition of things 
Texas 
was an euanentenar oO Ee She had achieved 
her own independence, and her jurisdiction ex. 
tended over such territory as was assumed by the 
power which achieved her independence, and 
originated the new sovereignty. How was it with 
the United States? How was it that thése colonies 
were settled? How was it that we claimed juris- 
diction to the lakes? Was that portion of country 
settled at thattime? Were the men who achieved 
our independence, northwest of the Ohio? Were 
they on the east bank of the Mississippi? Was 
that immense region peopled at all? Were the 
Not at all. 
But when they achieved the independence of this 
country, they did it for all that cfuntry which na- 
turally and properly belonged to them by natural 
boundaries. And was it notsowith Texas? The 
Rio Grande was her natural western boundary. 


y 


| There was a portion of country that was not set- 


tled. The claim of Texas was good against every 
other. But this was a point that it was not ne- 


‘| cessary further to consider. 


He only repeated that the annexation of Texas 
was asserted by Mexico to be the cause of the 
war. It was asserted, persisted in, and repeated 
in every official form to be the cause of war; and 
preparation was made by Mexico to carry out her 


threats, and they were carried out by invading ° 


what had been proclaimed to be a part of the ter- 
ritory of the United States, and making war on 
our forces there. 

Annexation, then, was declared to be the cause 
of war; and he stood there to take his share of the 
responsibility of that act. He was not prepared 
to say that there might not have been more caution 
used in this matter. But it was’ hurried on; for 
they were told that England ang France were pre- 
pared to seize on that country. He had very little 
belief in it at the time, but they were assured that 
such was the fact, and it was hurried through with- 
out much considegation. He was of opinion that 
it was due to Mexico—certainly it was due to the 
peace of this country—that something should have 
been done to conciliate that country. He believed 
that a sum equat to what is in the bill now before 
them, would have secured peace with Mexico 
and settled the whole matter. The Senator from 
South Carolina said the other day, if the Exe- 
cutive had acted on the other alternative, there 
wonld have been the same danger of our being 
involved in war. That other plan contemplated 
negotiations with Texas and Mexico; and time, 
and delay, and the use of money, if necessary, 
he was satisfied would have had a favorable in- 
fluence, and might have preserved the peace of 
the two countries. Attempts had been made on 
the other side of this Chamber to throw, the re- 
sponsibility on this Administration. But this could 
not be entirely true, beeause annexation happened 
to originate and to have been ty much con- 
summated under the Administration of Mr. Ty- 
ler, who must take the consequences. He was, 
however, surprised to statement made here 
that the annexation of Texas was connected with 
a subject that was not altogether national. He 
had no suspicion that that great measure by which 
we enlarged our domain had any sort of eomnexion 
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with any peculiar -interest. He now, however, || be reached; by striking their fortresses, and taking ||'The amendment of the Senator from Geor, 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


understood the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. || their principal towns; by making them feel the | 


Ca.uoun] to intimate that they had a strong mo- 
tive for action, inasmuch as if slavery were abol- 
ished in Texas, it would affect 
slavery in the United States. Mr. N. could not 
act from such motives. He could not recognise 
the right of this Government to interfere with the 
domestic concerns of any people for any such pur- 

se—especially to interfere with slavery in a for- 
eign country. He could not see how any interests 
of a neighboring State could endanger the institu- 
tion of slavery. There must be a boundary some- 
where. They could not have the whole world 
made subject to slavery to avoid contact with free- 


dom. He thought this position was wrong. But || 


there were other wrongs in that matter. e be- 


the institution of || 


| military operations. This proposition he consid- || 
ered, of all others, the most objectionable. It would | 


|| Mexico. 
| consistent with what was due to the character and | 
He saw no other || 
mode of terminating this war than by prosecuting || 


|| miseries of war; and probably the war might then | 
| be brought to a close. i} 
This he admitted would be attended with diffi- || 
culties necessarily from the character of the coun- || 
| try: but whatelse could be done? The Senator from || 


South Carolina had suggested a defensive line of | 


give countenance, in some measure, fo the imputa- 
tions which were cast upon this country, that this | 
war had been entered into for the spoliation of | 
In his'opinion it would be entirely in- | 


honor of this great nation. 


GLOBE. 
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would be, in effect, to say, that we waive all ac sai 
sitions from Mexico. No one denies or doubts 
that we have claims against Mexico, which cannot 
be abandoned; and he therefore thought it probable 
that this war would result in seme acquisition of 
territory. He had no wish that it should be a 
greater acquisition than a reasonable satisfaction 
of our claims, coupled with a relinguishment of 
her unfounded claims on Texas. When these 
two objects were accomplished, he should say we 
had prosecuted this war far enough. He did not 
say that we were to demand indemnities for the 
expenses of the war, though he did not know but 
it would be just enough. We were content to 
make peace with England—a just war on our part— 
without saying much about the general cause of 


the war; and we made peace without stipulating 
for the payment of the expenses of the war; an 

he knew not why we should press such a claim 
against such a feeble and impoverished people, 


lieved Mr. Tyler had some views in relation to | it in the usual way. 

the succession to the Presidency. He believed || He now passed on to notice some of the conse- 
this matter was calculated to Kil off a northern || quences of this war. As he had said before, he 
candidate for the Presidency, and it did. Still the || dia not consider the country in imminent peril, or 





object was agreatone. Itwasa national one. It 
was one which should have been pursued with cau- 
tion in regard to the rights of Mexico. 

But whether war might have been avoided or 
not, it was now too late to inquire. He thought 
his friends opposite should be satisfied with tracing 
the war to its true cause—to the annexation of 
Texas, for this would not sully our national hon- 


many mistakes on this and other matters. The 
had probably by this time discovered that a bank 
was “an obsolete idea,”? moderated their high 


tariff notions, and on that subject they now come || 
sition; and on this subject of | 
The hon- | 


nearly to his own 
the war they had also errors to correct. 
orable Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] said this 
war was unpopular. It might be so. He be- 
lieved all regarded it as an unfortunate war. But 
he believed it was the sense of the nation that, 
under the circumstances, it could not have been 
avoided, and that it was brought on us by the folly 
of Mexico. This was the settled sentiment of the 
country; and this being the case, it was their duty 
to sustain the Government, to enable it to prose- 


cute the war until Mexico shall yield the great || 


oint which led her into the contest. This, too, 
i¢ believed to be the sefitiment of the country. 

The gentlemen opposite took very singular posi- 
tions. They were in opposition to the war, and 
yet they are willing to vote for supplies to carry it 
on. They deny that this is a just and proper wat 
—they assert it to be unjust and unconstitutional; 
and yet they will vote the necessary supplies. It 
was true, that a war which was defensive in its 
commencement, might in its progress become a 
war of invasion. That aspect this war had in some 
degree assumed. We, as a defensive party, re- 
pelled the enemy, and now prosecute the war in 
the enemy’s countsy, to compel him to give up his 
unjust pretensions, and yield the point out of which 
this war originated. And had Mexico shown a 
disposition to do that? Not atall. How, then, 
was the point to be accomplished, if the war was 
not to be prosecuted beyond our own territory? 
But he would not occupy the time of the Senate 
longer on this point. 

He then adverted to a speech delivered in the 
Senate during the last session by an honorable 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Haywood,} 
on the Oregon question, which he commended as 
highly patriotic. In time of war, he said, there 
should be an abandonment of the considerations of 
party, and there should be but one party, and that 
a party on the side of the country. He produced 
further evidence, to show that it was a war forced 
on us by Mexico for the annexation of Texas, 
which Mexico regarded as an act of spoliation. 
Being, then, a defensive war, it must be prosecu- 
ted until the original cause of the difficulty was re- 
moved, and Mexico shall recognise the indepen- 
dence of Texas. He saw no other mode that could 
be porenee, with a proper for what was due 
to Texas and due to the national honor. ' 

In regard to the beat mode of conducting the 
war, he did not deem it ponerse’ take ae any 
time in discussing this matter. He believed that, 
for the present, we should adopt no experiments. 

his war ought to be prosecuted, as all other wars 
were, by striking the enemy wherever they were to 





‘and, secondly, those which relate to our external 
| policy. 

or; but when they went beyond this—when they || 
used their great talents and character in this coun- || policy of this Government in relation to its sys- | 
try and out of it, to fix this war on the unautho- || 
rized act of the President, they were sullying the | 


honor of the country. These gentlemen had made | 
|| policy, and one or the other must yield. 
|| subject he differed from the friends around him. 
|| The Senator from South Carolina had seen this 
evil; and he had said we must either have more |) 


any confidence in the public mind. He believed 
| the 











renee: 


|| exposed to any alarming crises, nor to any great 


evils that might not be avoided by wise counsels 
and proper foresight on the part of those who di- 
rect the public affairs. The consequences of this 
war might be considered, in the first place, as those 
which are internal, and affecting our internal policy; 


This war comes in collision with the settled 


tem of finance, so far as its revenue laws were 
affected. There was a want of harmony, nay 
aconflict, between our external and our internal 
On this | 


revenue or less war. Such was the condition of | 
the country at this time. The very fact that Con- 
gress had done nothing to relieve the treasury, 
without which the war could not be satiafactorily 
prosecuted to its great end, had a tendency to de- 





onger we delayed the greater would be the 
difficulties. The expenses of the war were very 
great—how great, we have no dita to determine. 


| Mr. N. examined our existing tariff, to show what 


amount of revenue it was calculated to produce, 
and how inadequate it was to the demands which 


would be made on the treasury. He also referred || 


| Executive of this country. 


which we did not urge against one stronger and 
more wealthy. He was not prepared to advocate 
such a claim. He merely wished this Govern- 
ment to prosecute the war until Mexico renounces 
herelaims of dominion over Texas, and indemnifies 
us for the claims of our citizens againsther, That 
was his position. If she could not do itin money, 
he would be willing to take from her some portion 
of her territory—territory which was of little value 
to her—territory that was remote from her seat 


| of government, and which could, in no degree, 
| weaken or impair her resources or her nation- 


ality. He was not, therefore, prepared to sup- 
port the position assumed by the amendment of 
the Senator from Georgia. He had several ob- 
jections to it. One he had just stated. He was 
not willing that we should say we ought to take no 
territory from Mexico, for that was equivalent to 
saying that we will abandon our claims to indem- 
nities. That he was not willing todo. He was 
not willing that Congress should put on record, to 
go before the world, a distrust of the justice of the 
It would most assu- 
redly be an expression of the opinion of this body 
that the Executive was not to be trusted—that he 
was too grasping—that he entertained designs of 
conquest. Why was it necessary to say that? 
Was ever sucha proposition entertained here be, 
fore? Was the Executive independent of all re- 
straint? Did not his acts undergo a revision here- 


to the course pursued during the preceding wars || in this body, in which a part of the executive 


in which this country has been engaged, contrast- 


ing it with the unprecedented course now pursued. 
He controverted the position of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in relation to the productiveness of 


facts, showing the operation of different revenue 
laws in various preceding periods. He contended 
that heavier duties must be imposed if we would 
bring up the condition of the treasury to meet the 
demands upon it. What was the reason we have 





i | intend to despoil her. 
the customs, by an examination of statements of || 


power was lodged? It seemed necessary, in the 
estimation of some gentlemen, that we should de- 
clare to Mexico, and to the world, that we did not 
Well, now, does'this mat- 
ter belong to the Executive? This war is prose- 
cuted for certain objects, some of which he had 
stated; and if, in the prosecution of those objects, 
the Executive should be found to have been over 


7 praping and to have aye eee Mexico improper- 


, had they not here a check on him? Was not 


not such a revenue as we want? Was it feared || the whole thing under the control of the Senate? 


that it would disturb a favorite policy? The pres- 
ent, he must be permitted to say, was a protective 
policy in its worst and most odious form. We 
alt raise all the revenue necessary. That was 
well settled. Then why did we not? Because 
we must not disturb a favorite policy. But did 
they not then abandon a revenue policy, and sup- 

rt the present law to protect certain Interests? 
He could not go the length of refusing to exercise | 
the revenue power because it might disturb some | 





Why should they hold this language to Mexico? 
Why should they say that one of the representa- 
tive branches of this Government believed the Ex- 
ecutive entertained improper designs to despoil 
her? He was not willing to hold such language. 


| He would leave the whole matter where the Con- 


stitution left it; and if there was any cession of ter- 
ritory made necessary, he believed there would be 
no want of a proper regard for the rights, and of 
sympathy forthe sufferings, of Mexico, Although 


favorite policy. He considered that a gross per- || he did not concur with the Senator from South Car- 
version of that power. But he would say no more | olina, [Mr. Cattnoun,] that there was any neéces- 


on that subject. : 
With regard to the effect of this war on our 


| 
foreign policy, he observed that there was doubt- | 


less, in some parts of this country, a desire for 
the acquisition of territory and the enlargement of 
our limits. There were some who desired “ more 
room,’’ as the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] 
had remarked. He did not believe with the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, that there was a myste- 


believed there was great reason why we should be 
cautious. It was due to our character, and it was 
due to those high considerations which should in- 
duce us not to depart from that settled policy which 
has governed our relations with other States. 
This brought him to the subject of the acquisi- 
tion of territory, as the result of this war; for he 
supposed the acquisition of territory would be its 
result, as it was known that Mexico was poor. 


rious connexion between us and Mexico, but he | 


sary or mysterious connexion between this coun 

and Mexico, he did believe it should be the settled 

policy of this country not to despoil hér. We 
considerable 


| were the only great nation of any 
| power on this continent—and our importance was 


increasing day by day—and it became us to take 
comprehensive views of our own interests and the 
interests of other nations. Indeed, have we not 
already assumed to be the Power which ia to pro- 
tect the nations on this continent? The present 
Executive, in his annual message of 1) ber, 
1845, holds the following language on this subject: 


« The rapid extension of our settlements over our territo- 
ries heretofore unoceupied; the addition of new States to 
our Confedellcy ; the expansion of free principles, and our 
rising greatness as a nation, are attracting the 


the Powers of Europe; and lately the doctrine has heen 
broached in some of them of a ‘ balance of 
continent to check our advancement. The 
sincerely desirous 


wer’ on this 
hited States, 
of preserving relations of good understand- 
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ing with all nations, cannot in silence permit any European | 
interference on the North American continent ; and should 
any euch interference be attempted, will be ready to resist | 
it at any and all hazards. 

« Jt is well known to the American people and to all na- | 
tions, that this Government has never interfered with the 
relations subsisting between other Governments. We have 
never made ourselves parties to their wars or their alliances; 
we have not sought their territories by conquest ; we have not 
niingied with parties in their domestic struggles ; and, believ- | 


ing o@r own form of Government to be the best, we have 
never attempted to propagate it by intrigues, by diplomacy, or 
by force. We may claim on this continent a like exemption |) 
from European interference, The nations of America are 
equally sovereign and independent with those of Europe. | 
They poasess the same rights, independentof all foreign in- 
terposition, to make war, tovconclude peace, and to regulate 
their internal affairs. The people of the United States can- 
not, therefore, view with indifference attempts of European | 
Powers to interfere with the independent action of the na- 
tions on this continent. The American system of govern- 
ment is entitely different from that of Europe. Jealousy 
amoung the different sovereigns of Europe, lest any of them 
might become too powerful for the rest, las caused them 
anxiously to desire the establishment of what they term the 
‘balance of power.’ [tcannot be permitted to have any 
application on the North American continent, and espe 
cially to the United States. We must ever maintain the 
priveiple that the people of this continent alone have the 
right to decide their own destiny. Should any portion of 
them, constituting an independent State, propose to unite 
themselves with our Coufederacy, this will be a question for 
them and us to determine, without any foreign interposition. 
We can never consent that European Powers shail interfere 
to prevent such a union, because it might disturb the ‘bal- 
ance of power’ which they may desire to maintain upon this 
continent. Near a quarter of a century ago, the principle 
was distinetiy announeed to the world, in the annual mes- 
sage’of one of my predecessors, that ‘the American conti- 
* nent, by the free and independent condition which they | 
* have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be con- | 
§ sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European 

* Power.”? This principle will apply with greatly increased 
force should any European Power attempt to establish any 
new colony in North America. In the existing cireum- 
stances of the world, the present ts deemed a proper occa- | 
sion to reiterate and reaffirm the principle avowed hy Mr. 
Monroe, and to state my cordial concurrence in its wisdom 
and sound policy. The reassertion of this principle, espe- 


cially in reference to North America, is at this day but the |! oa ° | 
: ; / much alarmed; but if they were, he could give | 


promulgation of a policy which no Enropean Power should 
eberish the disposition to resist. Existing rights of every 
European nation should be respected; but it is due alike to 
our safety and our interests, that the efficient protection of | 
our laws should be extended over our whole territorial lim- 
its, and that it should be distinctly announced to the world | 
as our settled policy, that no future European colony or do- 
minion shall, with our consent, be planted or established on 
any part of the North American continent.”’ 


This was shadowed forth as long ago as Mr. 
Monroe’s Administration, by which it was thought 
that this Government could not consent that an 
European Power should establish any further a 
onies in this hemisphere. This sentiment, as he 
had shown, was reproduced and reaffirmed a year 
ago by the present Executive; and what was it 
but assuming the position that it belongs to us, as 
the greatest nation in this hemisphere, to take care 
that our own rights and the rights of all other na- | 
tions are not disturbed by European Powers. It 
was not exactly assuming the ‘balance of power,” | 
but it was the assertion of a higher doctrine, that 
it belongs to this nation, as the great nation of this 
continent, to exercise a protecting care over all the 
nations here. 

Having taken this high position, are we to subject 
ourselves to the imputation of despoiling neighbor- 
ing States? Are we to present ourselves to the 


| really what is thie spectre that 


| time. 


| the slave trade. 


world in the attitude of patrons and protectors, || 


so far as regards other Powers, from whom we 
will suffer no encroachment, while we encroach 
ourselves, and enlarge our own territory, by de- 
spoiling Mexico? What character should we sus- 
tain before the world if we do anything that shall 

subject us to even a well-founded suspicion of act- | 
ing unjustly or oppressively in this hemisphere? 

Those who weall 

would authorize them to speak with effect to oth- | 
ers to restrain the hand of violence, must be care- | 
ful to restrain their own. There is a difficulty | 
connected with this controversy. There is a diff 

culty, take what course we may. If we crush 
the power of Mexico, or if we push on our forces 
to her capital, and compel her to make large con 
cessions to us, we should expose ourselves to accu- 
sations. We may be accused of extortion; we 
may be charged with waging a war of conquest. 
He thought, therefore, that we could only main- | 
tain our character—-that we could only maintain 

our policy of moderation, and the principle of fair 

dealing with other nations, by being reasonable in 

our demands, and taking as little tegpitory from | 
her as will be but barely sufficient to satisfy our 

just demands. 


He would close what he had to say by alluding || 


eral free States which have come into the Union |! 
maintain a character which || 





| Convention, or of Nullification? Inthe language of 


| formation of that instrument to bring up this spec- 
tre. How would the interests of States differ here? |! 


|| balance of power? 
| ered ? : ) 
| be used as a spectre to frighten the North. There | permitted it to go on; they have hitherto submitted 

was nothing in it before, there is nothing in it now; |) 
| because there was no such conflict of interest. It. 
' was merely imaginary. It was got up for political | 
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which he had laid down as among the conse- 


quences that will follow the cession of territory, | 


and that is the danger which arises in the question | 
of slavery. He had no wish to discuss the ques- 


, tion; but if it could not be avoided, he would coun- | 


sel its being settled in advance. This would be 
fair to all the parties. He would meet the difficul- 
ty at the threshold, so that all men might act with 
a full knowledge of what was to be the condition 
of things. If this question was to prevent the ac- | 
uisition of territory, he cared not; but it was but 
fair that the opinion of Congress should be made 
known; this would be right, and just, and proper. | 
They were told by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Ca.noun,] that the restrictive prin- 
ciple was very unjust, and that it would produce 
great excitement; and his honorable friends on the 


other side of the Chamber had taken the same po- |, 


sition. ‘They talked of bringing in something lke 
a spectre for the purpose of frightening not only the 


quiring any territory. Nay, several of those gentle- 
men seemed to be very much frightened and agitated | 
at the contemplation of the spectre they were conjur- 
ing up; and while they were giving words to their 
fears, he had almost resolved to inquire what this | 
spectre was: If it was the spectre of the Hartford | 


Hamlet to the chost of his dead father, he would 
speak to it. He would say: 
‘Be thou a spirit of health, or goblin damn/’d; 
Bring with thee airs from Heaven, or blasts from Hell; 
Be thy intents wicked, or charitable— | 
‘Thou com’st in such a questionable shape 
That I will speak to thee.”’ 


The gentlemen opposite have spoken to this 
spectre, and they spoke of it very much as if 
they were frightened, or wished others to think 
that they were. He did not think they were 


them no better advice than the boy gave his 
brother on passing by a grave-yard—to whistle to 
keep their courage up. For himself he had no 
fears of this spectre. This Union has that in its 
great elements, political, social, and organic, which 
cannot be shaken but by the lapse of ages. And 

Ste been conjured 
up? Why, suppose we take a few degrees of lati- 
tude—suppose we come to 36° or 34°—how far 
do we go below the Missouri compromise line? 
The honorable Senator from South Carolina took 


forms one of the elements of this Government; and | 
therefore, that it must be kept at the same balance | 
of power as at the foundation of the Constitution, 


gpm 


Now, in the first place, he denied that there was, || 


or ever had been, such an element in the constitu- | 
tional structure of this body. Here there was | 
no such compromise as the gentleman had spoken | 


of. The framers of the Constitution looked to no |! 


such Balance of power, to no compromise, in this | 
body. No such principle was thought of at that 


opulation did enter into the structure of the other 
a, and some provision was made respecting 
The time was fixed when that 

trade was to cease; but there was nothing in the 


He knew they had different climates, and different | 
labor—in some slave, and in others free; but there 
was nothing provided to keep up this balance of | 


| be assigned to one or to the other. 
| look at this question as it is. And what, he asked, 


The question of a representation of slave || 


|! not for a moment believe. 
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: 
| sion against the North? Why, out of the terri. 
| tory acquired, as he had stated, they had formed 
five States—five large States, and one of them was 
large enough to make three or four more, and 
probably would be so divided into several Stajes 
_ which mast all necessarily be slave States; whji, 
| but two more free States could be formed to the 

Rocky Mountains. With Iowa about to come 
| into the Union, they would have, perhaps, three 
| free to eight slave States; and this was the as. 
gressive policy of the North, which had brought 
up the slave States to give the majority to this 

body. ‘There was now some feeling at the North 


‘| on this anes he admitted. The people’ had been 


waked up there; there had been a movement there- 
'and why? He could tell honorable Senators, that 
it was not a movement of the Abolitionists merely, 
It was a movement of the people, and it was ocea- 
sioned by a eonviction that the indulgence of their 


: ’ | liberality had been somewhat abused; that the 
Senate, but the whole country, from the idea of ac> |) 


feeble minority had taken advantage of their kind 
disposition towards it, for, while the South had 
been looking to this element of power, it had heen 
entirely disregarded at the North, until they began 
| to see that there was danger in it. They now see 
that there was something in the annexation of Tex. 
as in connexion with slavery, and now they have 
come to the conclusion that this cession of slaye 
territory has gone farenough. And whatdo they 
propose? Why, that if we are to have any addi- 
tional territory, it is no more than just that it 
shall be free territory. And when we have got as 
many free States in comparison with the slave 
States as we had at the formation of the Constity- 
tion, then it may be right to consider if more shal! 
But we are to 


had been done in the progress of this Government? 
| Why, from five slave States, they had increased 
to he knew not how many. Theslave States have 
gone on increasing; but when the free States are 
waked up to attend to their interests, we are told 
that the South must rally and resist the aggressive 
policy of the North, 
Wel! now; if we should get a little territory 


|| either going above or below this compromise line, 


whether this restriction was adopted or not, he was 
not prepared to believe that it could be a very 
| frightful matter. Why, then, were they told that 


| this territory which we might acquire should be 
: |, Open to carers or this Union would be shook to 
| the position that slavery in connexion with a State | 


its centre? He did not believe any such thing. 
He could not believe that there was any large por- 
tion of the people of this country that would regard 
such a question as of any considerable magnitude. 
He did not believe the South would so regard it; 
though perhaps he ought to speak with deference 
on that subject. What the South had the right to 
| expect was, that there should be no aggressions on 
their institutions, or interference with it within 
| their own States. If there were, there would per- 
_ haps be something to justify them in talking about 
danger.to the Union; but to talk so about a ques- 


|| tion like this, whether the territory we thus ac- 


_ quired, if we are to acquire afy, shall be slave 
territory or free, as one which can so Seriously 
interfere with the interests of the country, he could 
It would be a strange 
spectacle to the civilized world to have it go out 
that this great people—the freest people on earth, 


| whose prosperity was unexampled, for which they 


were indebted to the best Government on earth— 


power. -In fact, by the ordinance of °87, the sev- | were to abandon their Government, to throw it to 


since the adoption of the Constitution were secured 


the winds, to break the ties by which this coun- 


| try was bound together, and this unexampled 
in their freedom from slavery; an ordinance which | 
| was passed by the unanimous consent of every | 


prosperity had been produced, on a controversy 
whether slavery shall exist or not in certain terri- 


State in this Confederacy. Where, then, was this || tory they desire to acquire. Where slavery does 


Was it thought of or consid- 


Notatall. It was a recent idea, got up to 


purposes. 


of the aggressive policy of the North—Heaven | 


save the mark! The essive policy of the North! 
Now, what truth was there in this? We have 
three times obtained cession of territory, and thus 
we have obtained Louisiana, Florida, and, lastly 


} 
’ . 
Texas—all slave territory—and this was the ag- || state of things. 


gressive policy of the North. What, he asked, 


to one other point, and it came under the last head | had been done to justify the accusation of aggres- 


| 
The Senator from South Carolina had spoken || sary to say on the subject. 


exist, he could answer for the North that they 
would bear and forbear, They have heretofore 


uietly; but what might be done further than that 
for which he had pledged himself was not for him 
| to say. ; 
| Me. N. had now said all he deemed it neces- 
He thought its im- 
portance had been magnified. He thought the 


"question of very little importance. He hoped the 


| country would not be broken up for a mere abstrac- 


| tion. "This question of slavery was looked upon 

at the formation of the Constitution as a temporary 
It was never dreamed that slavery 
| was ever to me an element of political power 
| in our system. It was deemed going far enough 
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uaranty the right to 
Se aseaan: he framers of the Con- | 
stitution were nen who believed in a wise and 
‘ast Providence—they believed in the advancement 
of the lights of Divine and moral truths—they be- 
lieved that our race would, in God’s providence, | 
go on progressing in intelligence and in the appli- | 
cation of the principles of liberty; and that the | 
work of human progress would not stop with any 

e race. 
oor. J.M. CLAYTON next rose to address the 
Senate, but intimated his wish to do so on another 
occasion, if this bill could"be passed over. 

Mr. ARCHER said this was the last day on 
which bills could be sent to the House; and as 
there were yet a few private bills on the table, he 
hoped the Serate would proceed with the private 
calendar. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped not. He would state to 
gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber, that 
when, on Monday or Tuesday last, he having pre- 
viously given notice that he should then call for the 
vote, he proposed to postpone the final vote to 
Friday, there was a universal response suggesting 
Saturday; and he had sat here from day to day, 
unti] this hour, in the hope that now the question 
would be taken. There were but three days of 
the session remaining, and this bill had to go to 
the other House, there to be referred to a commit- 
tee and voted on; and if it was not disposed of 
here to-day, it would be lost as a matter of course. 
Now he hoped, after this long delay, and what he 
had considered as a pledge from the other side, 
that there would be no further delay. If the gen- 
tleman from Delaware had no objection, he would 
suggest a recess for an hour or two, and then to 
meet again and go on with the discussion in the 
evening. 

Mr. ARCHER said it would not be treating the 
Senator from Delaware as other gentlemen had 
been treated, if he were compelled to go on at this 
late hour. The Senator from Arkansas must re- 
member that the last two days had been occupied 
by gentlemen on his [Mr. Sevier’s}] own side of 
the Chamber. 

Mr. SEVIER said he consented to an adjourn- 
ment yesterday much against his inclination; but 
he thought the bill should not go over to-day He 
therefore moved a recess until seven o’clock. [Oh 
no,no.) Very well; then they might go on now. 
Gentlemen might take their choice. 

Mr. DAYTON was not conscious of any such 
general assent as that of which the Senator from 
Arkansas had spoken. 

Mr. SEVIER reiterated that it was expressed 
on the other [Mr. Dayron’s] side of the Chamber. 

Mr. DAYTON was aware that some one or two 
gentlemen did assent; amongst them, he believed, 
was the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wes- 
ster;] but that there were others that dissented, 
he was aware also—for he dissented himself. He 
did not dissent because he objected to the vote be- 
thg taken to-day, but he saw no reason why the 
vote should be taken to-day, in preference to other 
business that must be disposed of as well as this. 
As far as the business of the session was concern- 
ed, it mattered not which had the precedence. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was known that the 
Senator from Delaware had for several days at- 
tempted to obtain the floor, and therefore he hoped 
that honorable Senator would have ample oppor- 
tunity to address the Senate. But it wouid be un- 
reasonable to expect him to go on at this late hour. 
He suggested that the Senate should adjourn with 
the understanding that the vote should be taken 
definitely on Monday. 


{Beroed, reed. 

Mr. EVANS was as desirous as any gentleman 
that the Senator from Delaware should be heard 
on Monday. He hoped, therefore, that the sub- 
ject would be passed over to Monday, and that 
Senators would remain some fifteen or twenty min- 
ules this evening to dispose of some pressing busi- 
ness, the disposal of which would give the Senator 
from Delaware time on Monday to express his 
views, 

Mr. SEVIER saw they were to have a fight on 
this subject; and they might as well have it now as 
at any other time. He therefore was unwilling to 
vote for an‘ adjournment until this question was 
taken. He n stated that a universal response 
was given last Wednesday by gentlemen on the 
other side of the Chamber that the vote should be 
taken to-day. (Oh, no.] If all did not assent, 
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ssess that property as a 








|| Senator from Arkansas supposec 








many did, and nota single man rose and objected. 
If any one dissented, he held his peace. He called 
for the yeas and nays on the motion to postpone, 
that the country might see who it was that wished 
to have it go over to Monday, and to have the 
session expire with the bill remaining under con- 
sideration, as it did last year. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was not 
the appeal was made to which the 


resent when 
nator from 


|| Arkansas referred, but they had already been in- 
|| formed by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Day- 


ed to as the 
It seemed to 
him, whatever might be the desire, the strong-de- 


Ton] that it was not generally om ig 


|| Sire of the Senator from Arkansas to have a vote 
| on this question, that it could not be urged consist- 
| ently with the duty they owed to the Senator 
| from Delaware, who had a right to be heard. The 
| Senator from Delaware had been seeking an op- 
Pea for some days to be heard; and to ask 


him to engage in an argument after a recess, was 


| certainly not giving to him the opportunity to dis- 


charge the duty he owed to the country, which had 
been given to others. He moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to Monday next. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired if he understood the Sen- 


| ator from Georgia to say that he had not assented 


to the vote being taken to-day? 

Mr. BERRIEN replied that he was not present 
on the occasion referred to. 

Mr. SEVIER said it would be recollected that 
the response came from the other side, all round. 


Mr. BERRIEN responded, that the Senator , 


from New Jersey had denied that there was any 
such general response. 

Mr. SEVIER. Was there any objection? Not 
one! 

Mr. DAYTON repeated that one or two Sena- 
tors responded, but he himself said ** No.’’ Cer- 


tainly no one rose to object, nor did any one rise |} sion bill were concurred in. 


and assent; but they did not pledge themselves to 


a definite vote, thereby giving away their right to | 


be heard. 

Mr. WEBSTER could well understand that the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas should desire to 
press this bill to a determination—he ought to do 
so. 
lieved he could say the same for other gentlemen, 
that if this bill was postponed to Monday and Ex- 


he would sit here and vote against any adjourn- 
ment on Monday until it was disposed of. 


Mr. SEVIER thanked the Senator from Mas- | 
It had been said that it was | 


sachusetts for that. 
necessary to take up private bills, as without a 
suspension of the joint rule of the two Houses, 
in which both must concur, they could not be sent 
to the other House after to-day. But were gen- 


tlemen not aware that this was a bill of the Sen- || 


ate, and that it would require a suspension of the 


joint rule to send it to the House on Monday, on | 


which a debate might there arise, which might 


consume two or three days? Did gentlemen in- | 


tend to keep this bill in this position until the ter- 
mination of the session? [No! No!] He once 
more repeated he would give Senators the choice 


of going on now, or of a short recess; but he cer. | 


tainly should vote against any adjournment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the Senator from Arkan- 
sas would certayaly acquit him of occasioning un- 
necessary delay. He had desired to say some- 


thing himself; but he had given way, and should | 


not now say what he had intended, unless an op- 
-portunity should arise, on his own resolutions. 
he Senator from Arkansas himself would want 


an hour for reply before the debate closed. And || 
he was assured it would conduce much to the de- | 
spatch of public business, if the Senate would now | 


proceed to other business. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had not heard any reason 
assigned for refusing to act on this subject to- 
night. 


tor from Delaware.] 
where they.started—on the broad sea of 
under a speech, and therefore he ho 


desired to save its life would not ri 
but act upon it now, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN had only to say for him- | 


self that he had been sincerely desirous, like the 
Senator from Massachusetts, to express his views 
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He could only say for himseif, and he be- || 
|| table the bill to 
‘| ing people of Ireland and Scotland. 
ecutive business was considered this evening, that | 


of the United States. 
| the gift in the hands of the British Government, as 


Was it to afford any gentleman an oppor- , 
tunity to speak on the rs [Yes; the Sena- | 
hat being the object, on | 

Monday morning they should find themselves just | 
discus- | 
sion. They had once before seen this bill expire | 
those who } 
its salvation, | 








! ; . ‘ 
| sayihg a word. He could not, however, consist- 


ently deprive the Senator from Delaware of the 
Opportunity; and he would say to the Senator who 
has charge of this bill, that he would vote to take 
it upat 1] o’clock on Monday morning, and decide 
all the questions that might arise upon it during 
that day; and when they Had put it in the shape 
they desired it to assume, they could substitute it 
for the bill which had come from the House of 


| Representatives, and send it back, without a sus- 


pension of the joint rule, as an amended bill. He 
should therefore vote for the postponement, and 
he should then vote to take up the bit which was 


laid on the table this morning, (the Irish relief 


bill,) which must be passed to-day, if it was to go 
to the House this session. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON wished to add, also, that 
it had been his purpose to address the Senate on 
this bill, but he should now decline in consequence 
of the discussion having been so protracted. As, 
however, this bill could be substituted as an 
amendment for the bill from the House, heshould 
vote for the postponement-to Monday. 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of postponement, and they were or- 
dered, and being taken, resulted thus: Yeas 27, 
nays 23. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 


houn, Cilley, ‘Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 


Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Miller, More- 


| head, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 


and Westcott—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Dick - 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Mason, Rusk, 


| Sevier, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee—23. 


So the further consideration of the bill was post- 


| poned until Monday next. 


NAVY PENSION BILL. 
The amendments of the House to the navy pen- 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The Senate insisted upon its amendments, dis- 


| agreed to by the House, to the naval appropriation 
| bill, and a committee of conference was ordered. 


IRISH AND SCOTCH RELIEF BILL. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to take from the 
rovide some relief for the suffer- 


The motion was agreed to—26 voting in the af- 
firmative. P 

Mr. WEBSTER wished only to say one word. 
He would vote for this bill with pleasure; but if 
they had time to amend it at all, he would prefer 
an amendment which would not make this so dis- 


tinetly a tender from one Government to the other. 
He did not think it was delicate. 
| amended that the bill would show it to 


It might be so 
an act 
of charity and mercy from the people of the United 
States to the people of Ireland and Scotland, men- 
tioning the Government of England only as the 
agent to dispense our bounty, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN so amended the section, 
substituting “ the people” for ** the Government” 
He said they would place 


it would know how best to dispose of it, and dis- 


' tribute it among the people of those countries. 


Mr. CALHOUN made some remarks, but in 


'| so low a tone that he was very indistinctly heard 
| in the gallery. He was, however, understood to 


say, that he was as happy as any gentleman on 
that floor to coéperate in measures of relief for the 
suffering people of Ireland, but he wished very ® 
much that they had more time at their disposal to 
give it more consideration. It was not so much 
the amount they should contribute—for the British 
Government was amply competent to take care of 
het own people—as the feeling —. would exhibit 
towards the people of Ireland. If, however, they 
had more, they might extend its ion, for it 
was not the people of England, Ireland, and Scot- 
land alone, that were suffering. » too, was 
_s sufferi ee He had eens a letter 

ma ype source, W stated 
that renee would without food before the har- 
vest time. The people of Europe generally were 
suffering more or less. He suggested that a na- 
tional vessel should be sent to Great Britain and to 
France, to carry the bounty of this country, and 
he was understood to say that no constitutional 
difficulties inte to t it. ; 

Mr. BAGBY could i 


upon it; but he had now abandoned all idea of! the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Carrrenven,] 
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in bringing this measure forward, but he denied 
that they had any constitutional authority to ap- 
propriate money for such objects, He also object- 
ed to it on the ground that the treasury of this 
country was not in a condition to enable them to, 
or to justify them in, appropriating five handred 
thousand + a for the relief of any people, no 
matter what their sufferings might be. He sympa- 
thized as much as any one with the people of Ire- 
land and of Scotland, but it was sufficient for this 
Government to attend to the relief of those who 
were constitutionally placed under its jurisdic- 
tion. 

He thought he could see some of the conse- 
quences of such a precedent as this would be. If 
ii was a high attribute of charity to look to the 
temporal condition of mankind and to relieve suf- 
fering humanity, what might they not be called 
upon to do when they looked at the moral condi- 
tion of a large portion of thisglobe? If it wasa 
duty to relieve the physical wants of man, how 
much higher and greater was the obligation to send 
to mankind the bread of life, and that eternal truth 
which gives light to those nations that are sitting 
in darkness and the shadow of death. If, on the 
principle of humanity, (if they had the power,) it 
was their duty to do the one, he asked if it was not 
their duty to carry to the benighted nations of the 
earth that light which is above all earthly bless- 
ings, as it directs them how to attain possessions 
in those habitations which are eternal in the Hea- 
vens. 

If this system of national charity was to be in- 
dulged in, he asked, where would it end? He said 
they had no such power; and if they had, human 
imagination would not be able to fix to it a limit. 
The revenues of this country were derived from 
one source, and one only. ‘They are derived from 
the people of the United States; and they were 
derived for specific purposes. ‘The relief of suffer- 
ing humanity in other countries, however much 
he might sympathize in it, he would not refer to 
the Government, but to the people. 

He had no desire-to detain the Senate; but one 
other reflection had suggested itself to his mind in 
connexion with this subject: who were the peo- 
ple for whose relief they were now called upon to 
vote five hundred thousand dollars? They were 
the subjects of one of the most powerful Govern- 
ments on the earth—of a country whose wealth 
covers the earth as the waters cover the great deep. 
How, then, did it happen that such a large portion 
of the subjécts of such a Government as he had 
described were reduced to such a state of destitu- 
tion? He hoped the Government of Great Britain 
would consider it due to the civilization of the age 
to give such an answer to this question as the 
civilized world had the right to expect from her. 
He would not detain the Senate. He had merely 
risen to throw out these suggestions; and having 
done so, he should resume his seat. 

Mr. BUTLER was sorry on such a subject to 
be constrained to differ from some of his friends on 
this floor by voting against this proposition. It 
could not be pretended that Great Britain had not 
the power to relieve the suffering poor of Ireland, 
and was she not under obligation to do so? How 
had Lreland been brought to this condition? Was 
it not by the blighting hand of oppression ? Why, 


then, were we to interpose and relieve the subjects , 


of Great Britain from the consequences of the acts 
of its own Government? It might, for aught he 
knew, be an ailliction of Heaven, but it appeared 
eto him that it was much to be attributed to the 
oppressions of the people which had disqualified 
them from cultivating the land suitably. That 
was a remarkable prophecy of Cobbett’s, that this 
would be the fate of that country; but with the 
views he entertained of the Constitution and our 
national policy. he could not vote for this bill. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said this was a subject on 
which he had strong feelings; and so far as the 
constitutional power was concerned, he had only 
to refer the Senator from South Carolina to the act 
of the Administration of Mr. Monroe he believed 
it was, (Mr. Cairrenpey: Mr. Madison,} when 
flour was sent by the Government of the United 
States to the people of Caraccas. The Senator 
from South Carolina e Bor.er] said they did 
not know how this calamity was brought on Ire- 
land. They, however, knew of the existence of the 
fact through the public journals, The conclusion 
was upon us, They knew it was the act of God, 
They knew the distrese originated in the failure of 
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_ had sustained, and almost exch 





the potato crop of Ireland, and they knew that her |! of Which Christendom, since the da 
people were brought to the door—nay, not merely || known no 


to the door, but to the yawning gulf of famine. As 


Feb. 27, 


rk ae 
rallel. ages, had 


Mr. W COTT felt himself constrained to 


to the constitutional power of this Government to || vote against the bill unless it could be amended. 


extend relief, before they denied it he called upon | 


Mr. CALHOUN, in reference to some remarks 


Senators to point him to a clause which prohibits || made by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Hawyg 

it. Where was there a section in the organic law i} GAN,] explained why he had no constitutional o}. 
_ of our Government which prevents us from carry- || Jection in this case. He drew a distinction between 
| ing out the great and eternal pees of charity, || the foreign and domestic pero te Government 


_ which was impressed on man 
Saviour in the parable of the good Samaritan? 
Mr. BAGB 

| he intended to contend that Congress could do any- | 
thing which was not prohibited. | 


ind by our common || Entertaining these views he 


ad voted for the ap- 


t _. || Propriation for the relief of the people of Caraccas 
asked the Senator from Indiana if || in 1812. He, however, suggested that this appro- 


| priation was a very heavy one to make, when the 
| country was in a state of war and subject to the 


Mr. HANNEGAN answered that Congress had H demands upon our treasury which resulted from 


control of the treasury of the nation, and had the || warlike operations. 
| 


right to make such an appropriation. He appeal- 
ed to the people all over this land, if the Govern- 
ment had not the right, as a nation, to extend such 
an act of charity to the suffering people of Ireland 
and of Scotland—to Ireland especially. To that 
people he considered this would be but the payment 
of the first instalment of an immense debt of grat- | 
itude. 
much, 


Ireland had given us a Montgomery and a | 


Jackson, and hundreds of other names. She had | them under the Constitution of the Unite 


given us, too, the distinguished Senator from South | 
Carolina [Mr. Catnoun.] She had given us many 

lofty names in this Government. 
out one Irishman, who, when he lands on our | 
shores, is not devoted to republican institutions; | 


and who was not ready to join our armies to de- || 


fend the rights, and the honor, and the interests of 
this country. They could not point him to one. 
The Irishman was ever true to the great cause of 
constitutional and regulated liberty. 


| 


this vote as a manifestation of charity—of that | 
Heaven-born charity which is inculcated upon us 
by the highest law of our nature—from one nation 
to another. Read, if they could, with undimmed | 
eyes the records of the sufferings of the lrish peo- 
ple. The simplest narrative of the poor, perishing 
in every direction, was calculate 
most intense feelings. Mothers—they knew it to | 
be true, for they had the authority of letters, one 
addressed to the Duke of Wellington—mothers 
were dying by the roadside, while the infant hung 
to the lifeless breast. Here was a nation present- | 
ing a scene of desolation; and nothing more was 
here asked than we, who are so peculiarly blessed, 
should contribute out of our fulness to the relief of 
such horrible destitution. 
With respect to the people of Franee, to whom 
| the Senator from South Carolina had referred, he 


' would only say that they were not yet in an ex- || 


treme suffering condition. [Mr. Catnoun. Oh, | 
yes! they are suffering now.] Well, but their | 
subsistence did not depend on the potato crop | 
alone. They had not to look out day after day 
and see the earth which should give them sus- | 
tenance, as God made it, and yet producing no 
sustenance for them. 
Mr. WEBSTER was ready to admit that Ire- | 
land had been very badly governed for many years | 
/under her own Parliament, and now for many | 
years under the United Parliament. He believed 
her condition was a peculiar one among the civil- 
ized nations of theearth. He agreed further with | 
Adam Smith and other writers, that the food which 
ely supported 
the Irish people for centuries, was a species of food | 
that was liable to produce such a state of things as 
had now come upon them. Ireland had eight mil- 





lions of population, of whom seven millions lived” 
| by labor on the land, and the produce of the land, 


| All the commercial, all the manufacturing, all the | 


retail traders, and all other classes of persons in | 
Ireland, occupied otherwise than on the land, were 


| but as one man out of eight. 


And those who sub- 


sist on land subsist on two crops—potatoes and 


oats. Now, in the ordinary condition of Ireland, 


as stated by the public authorities in the British 
Parliament within a month, one-third of her popu- 
lation was bordering on a state of great want, if 
not of absolute famine; but now there was a fail- | 
ure of the crop of both potatoes and oats for two | 
years, of more than one-third, nearly half, and, in 
some portions, of five-sixths, He believed the 


| potatoes were a failure to the extent of five-sixths, 


/as shown in the British Parliament 


by Mr. La- 


_ bouchere, the Secretary of State for Ireland. The 


|| condition of Ireland, then, required no detail of in- 
| dividual sufferings to show that it was a condition 


And point him || 


to create the | 


He, however, should gladly 
vote for the bill. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD called for the yeas and nays 
on the bill. - 

Mr. MASON said there was no Senator more 
earnestly desirous to extend aid of some kind, to 
| our suffering brethren on the other side of the At. 

lantic, than he was; but he should nevertheless fee| 


Fle knew no people to whom we owed so || compelled to vote against this bill. He could not 


but see in it a perversion of the trust reposed in 
States, 

He had prepared a substitute for the bill, which 
'would remove his constitutional objections, by 
which he provided that the President of the United 
States should be authorized, under proper regula- 
tions, to employ such part of the naval force as 
could be used for that purpose, without endanger- 
| ing the public service, to transport to those coun- 
| tries such relief as might be offered for transporta- 

tion by the people of the United States. This 


|, would be productive of more good to the suffering 
He would say further, that he should consider || 


poor of [reland, than the measure of the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, who was well aware that 
freight entered into so large a part of the expenses 
| that would be incurred by the people of this coun- 
try. He offered his amendment as a substitute for 


| the bill. 


Mr. DAYTON said, it appeared to him that the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia differed 
nothing from the proposition of the Senator from 


| Kentucky, so far as the constitutional question 


| 


| be abused. But something must 


| proposed by 


was concerned. It was not the business of the 
navy to carry food and provisions, and thereby 
to save freight. The President has no power or 
authority to use our navy in such a way, except 
by special énactment; and if by such enactment 
he was authorized to make such a use of the navy, 
they, of course, incurred special expenses; and 
where, then, did it differ from giving money out of 
the treasury directly? There was, besides, risk to 
the ships. Now, he was ata loss to understand 
why this should be preferred to a direct gratuity 
to the people of Ireland from the people of the 
United States. He believed that no constitutional 
objections stood in the way of the appropriation 
( the bill of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. In the lifetime of a nation, as in that of 
individuals, there were emergencies when the hand 
of Providence presses heavily on a people, which 
might call for unusual measures of relief. Now, 
suppose the hand of Providence should press on 
a ship-load of people from Ireland instead of the 
nation. Suppose they should be deprived of food, 
and they were met by a national vessel on the 
high seas, which supplied them with necessary 
provisions, was there a Senator that would hesi- 
tate to make an allowance for food so supplied? 
And whence, then, the difference between a ship- 
load and the entire country? He knew this power 
might be abused; and so might any Os power 
left. to the 
discretion of those who had the administration of 
our affairs. They hada precedent in 1812, which, 
in this instance, he desired to see followed. 
Mr. CALHOUN inquired what the freight of 
rain was? 
Mr. MASON replied, sixty cents per bushel. 
Mr. CALHOUN said, the plan, then, of the 
Senator from Virginia might give more actual re- 
lief than the proposition as contained in the ori- 
inal bill. 
euk. MASON said, he understood the freight of 
flour was from two dollars to two dollars and 
twenty-five omnes . 
Mr. CALHOUN said, that was the Wty course 
which England herself had taken, by throw 


yen her ports to the vessels of all the world. 
He eignited his intention to vote for the amend- 
ment. 








ees: 


ie CRITTENDEN said, if the Senator from 











would have no objection. It involved the same 
constitutional question. 


the giving of money; and why the Senatog from 


Virginia should characterize his bill as a perver- || 
sion of the Constitution, he was at a loss to dis- | 


cover. It was certainly strong language. He then 


showed that he was but followinga precedent which | 


had had the approval of Nathaniel Macon, John 
Randolph, James Madison, the expounder of the 


Constitution, and other distinguished men of this | 


country. ° 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, no Senator had put his 
finger on a single section of the Constitution which 
authorized them te give this appropriation, al- 
though they were contending for the constitutional 
power todo so. It was a very easy thing to ex- 

nd charities in this way; but he thought they 
should put their hands in their own pockets and 
do it, but they had no right to put their hands in 
the pockets of the people. 

Mr. CAMERON briefly expressed his prefer- 
ence for the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 

inia, [Mr. Mason. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Take both, then. 

Mr. BADGER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mason’s 
substyute, which was rejected: Yeas 17, nays 24. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, Bright, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Houston, Mason, Niles, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. AHen, Badger, Berrien, Breese, Butler, 
Cass, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Simmons, Sturgeon, and Webster—24. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 


was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: || 


Yeas 27, nays 13. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Berrien, Breese, Cal- 


houn, Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Evans, Ggeene, Hannegan, Houston, Hun- 
tington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Simmons, Soulé, 
Siurgeon, and Webster—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Bagby, Butler, Chalmers, 


Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Mason, Niles, Turney, Westcott, | 


and Yulee—13. 


The bill was then read a third time, by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 


FORTIFICATION BILL- 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration, | 


as in committee of the whole, of the bill making 
appropriations for certain fortifications of the Uni- 
ted States for the year ending 30th June, 1848. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was, by unanimous consent, read a third time and 
passed. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Sarurpay, February 27, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved to discharge 
the Committee ofthe Whole from the bill to carry 
into effect certain provisions of the treaty between 
the United States and China and the Ottoman 
Porte, giving certain judicial powers to ministers 
and consuls of the United States in those countries. 
The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was then read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the Committee 
on Accounts, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be directed to 
pay to 8. Clinton Hastings and Shepherd Leffler, members 
of this House from the State of Iowa, $176 each, it being 
their per diem from the first day of this session to the day on 


which they took their seats as members, they ha at- 
tended on the first day of the session. pak ae 


The resolution was agreed to. 

_Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was passed. 
Disagreed to. 

Mr, PRESTON KING, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
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The giving the navy was || 





administrator of Phenix Carpenter Ellit; which bill 
|, was read three times and passed, 

|| Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SEAMAN inquired if this was not a day 
| Specially set apart for the consideration of bills on 
|, the private calendar ? 


in order to move to go into Committee of the Whole 
|| on the state of the Union. 


and it was agreed to: Ayes 66, noes 54. 


| Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Boyp in the chair.) 
Mr. McKAY moved to take up the bill “ to in- 


| crease the revenue derivable from duties on im- 
| ports, also from the sale of the public lands, to aid 
| in the prosecution of the war with Mexico.”’ Dis- 
agreed to: Ayes 63, noes 69. 


| 
| bill for the relief of Hobson Johns, Agreed to. 

| Mr. MORRIS moved to strike out all after the 
| enacting words of the bill. 

| Mr. M. then went on to remark that he had been 
endeavoring for some days past to get an oppor- 
| tunity to propose a measure adopting the laws of 
Maryland in relation to slavery for the government 
of the District of Columbia. 


| marks of the gentleman from Ohio were irrelevant 
and out of order. 

The CHAIR ruled Mr. Morars out of order. 

Mr. MORRIS appealed. 

The question was stated and put on the appeal, 
and the Chair was sustained. 


agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to take up the bill 
graduating the price of the public lands. 

Mr. SEAMAN gave notice that, if Mr. McC.’s 
motion failed, he would move to take up the bill 
to refund certain duties on goods consumed by the 
fire in New York in July last. 

The vote was then taken on Mr. McCiernanp’s 
motion, and it was disagreed to : Ayes 56, noes 73. 
|| Mr. JAMES THOMPSON moved to take up 


naval establishment of the United States. 


| of taking up and acting on the private Senate bills 
| on the calendar, he would move that the commit- 
| tee rise. 

Mr. COBB asked if the bill making appropria- 








30, 1848, was not referred to this committee? 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired why the gentle- 
man having charge of the navy bill did not move to 
take it up? 

Mr. COBB. Because that gentleman has not 
been recognised by the Chair. 

Mr. Joun A. Rockwet.’s motion was put and 
| rejected. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McKAY moved to take up the naval ap- 
propriation bill, with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, Agreed to. 

The first amendment of the Senate was read, 
viz: ‘ For pay of thirteen additional assistant sur- 

eons, whose appointment is-hereby authorized, 


The Committee of Ways ont Means recom- 
mended that this amendment be disagreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN moved an amendment to the 
amendment of the Senate, providing that all medi- 
cal officers of the navy shall hold the same assimi- 
lated rank as is provided for medical officers of the 
army in an act approved March 11, 1847: Provided, 
That said assimilated rank shall authorize no right 
to command: Provided further, That said assistant 
surgeons shall be discharged from the public service 
at the close of the war with Mexico. 

Mr. HAMLIN explained his amendment, and 
stated that he was directed by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs to move it. 

Some debate ensued between Messrs. J. R. IN- 
GERSOLL, SCHENCK, HOLMES of Sowh 
Carolina, and SEAMAN, cipated. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the committee rise, 
with a view of moving a resolution to close the de- 
bate on the Lill. Agreed to. 


aaa. 
——— 


ORAM GLOBE. - 


| Mary Legar, and for the relief of Elisha Denison, | 
Virginia would add his amendment to the bill, he |, 


Mr. McKAY moved to go into Committee of the |! 
The SPEAKER said it was; but it was always | 


The question was put on Mr. McKay's motion, | 


And the House accordingly resolved itself into | 


Mr. TREDWAY moved to take up the Senate | the following : ‘* Provided, That said assistant sur- 


| geons shall be discharged from public service at the 


Mr. COBB rose to a question of order. The re- || 


, Sue | 
Mr. Morais’s: motion was then put and dis- | 


| the bill to authorize the President to increase the || 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCK WELL said, with a view || 


tions for the naval service for the year ending June | 


it 


535 








The committee rose and reported the bill for the 


relief of Hobson Johns, and progress on the bill 


making appropriations for the naval service. 
The bill for the relief of Hobson Johns was then 


| read a third time and passed. 


Mr. BOYD moved the usual resolution to close 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the naval ap- 
| propriation bill in half an hour after the committee 
shall again resume its session. 
Mr. HAMLIN asked Mr. Boyp to modify his 
| resolution so as to extend the time to one hour. 
_ Mr. BOYD declined; and the question was put, 
|, and the resolution was disagreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN then moved a resolution limitin: 
| the debate to one hour; which was agreed to; an 
|, an agreement was made by which no member 
|| should speak more than five minutes. 
|| The committee then resumed its session, and the 
| question was put on Mr. Hamuin’s amendment, 


|| which was agreed to. Ayes 89, noes 47. 


Mr. McKAY moved toadd to the amendment 


| Close of the war with Mexico.” Agreed to. 

|| _ The question was then put on the amendment of 
|| the Senate as amended, and it was agreed to: 
|| Ayes 67, noes 49. 

The next amendment was read. 

Mr. SCHENCK, by direction of the Committee 
|| on Naval Affairs, moved to amend the second 


|| amendment of the Senate by striking out all thereof 
| and inserting : ** For the pay ofa naval pyrotech- 
| nist $1,800, the said officer to be appointed by the 
| President of the United States, by and with the 
| advice and consent of the Senate, and to receive 
|| the pay and ernoluments of a lieutenant command- 
| ing in the navy, and the same amount and benefit 
|| of pension to himself or his wife or family, in case 
| of death or casualty, which are or may be by law 
| allowed to an officer of that grade.” 
Mr. Scnencx explained the necessity of the 
| amendment; and a short discussion followed, in 
| which Messrs. T. B. KING, J. A. ROCKWELL, 
\ and STEWART, took part. 
|| The-time limiting the debate having expired— 
|| Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the words in 
| the Senate amendment “ rank and,” and all the 
|| proviso, Agreed to. 
| The question was now put on Mr. Scnenck’s 
; amendment, and it was disagreed to: Ayes 62, 
| noes 80. 
| Mr. WHITE moved an amendment to the sec- 
| ond amendment of the Senate, striking out all 
thereof, and inserting a provision authorizing the 
employment of a pyrotechnist at an annual salary 
of $1,200. Agreed to : Ayes 76, noes 40. ' 
he question was then put on agreeing to the 

|| amendment of the Senate as amended, and it was 
agreed to. 

The third amendment of the Senate was read, 
and the question being put, it was disagreed to. 

The fourth amendment of the Senate was read 
and agreed to. 

The fifth amendment of the Senate was read; 





| 


when 

Mr. DARRAGH moved to amend the same by 
adding an appropriation of $50,000 for the comple- 
tion of the marine hospitals at Pittsburg, Pennsy|- 
vania; Louisville, and Paducah, Kentucky; and 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. COBB inquired of the Chair if the amend- 
ment of Mr. Darracu was in order. 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to, as were also the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
14th, 15th, and 16th. 

The 12th amendment of the Senate and the 13th, 


| 
which provided for the purchase of alot of ground 
for the use of the naval school at FortSevern, An- 





napolis, Maryland, were disagreed to. 
saan rose and reported accordingly. 
Mr. McKAY moved the previous 
under its operation, the 4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 
10th, Lith, 14th, 15th, and 16th amendments of 
the Senate were concurred in. The lst and 2d 
amendments as amended by the Committee of the 
were concurred in, and the 3d, 12th, and 


to. 
TheS laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: : 

LA letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the third clause of the 
twenty-second section of the ‘act to change the 
organization of the Post Office Department, passed 


ion; and, 


13th di 
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July 2, 1836,”’ statements showing the ** incidental 


June 30, 1846. Read and laid on the table. 

Il. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting copies of the Army Register for the year 
1847, for the use of the members of the House. 
And also a report from the Adjutant General, rec- 
ommending that the Army Register and the state- 
ment of pay, &c., be aren to Congress and 
printed separately. Read and laid on the table. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House proceed- 
ed to consider the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending Fans 30, 1848, together with the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the said bill, which were 
disagreed to by the House, and which were insisted 
on by the Senate, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House insist upon 
its disagreement to the said amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the said bill, and also moved the previous 
question, and under its operation Mr. McKay’s 
motion was agreed to. And so it was resolved 
that the House insist upon its disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill making appro- 
priations for the Military Academy for the year 
ending June 30, 1848. 

Mr. McK AY moved that the House take a re- 
cess this day from three to five o’clock; disagreed 
to—two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

THE ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself’ into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Fickut in the chair.) 

Mr. McK AY moved to take up the bill ** to in- 
crease the revenue derivable from duties on imports, 
also from the sale of the public lands, to aid in the 
prosecution of the war with Mexico,;’’ which mo- 
tion was agreed to, 

The bill was read through for information, as 
follows: 

‘A BILL to increase the revenue derivable from duties on 


imports, also from the sales of the public lands, to aid in 
the prosecution of the war with Mexico. 


‘* Be, it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembed, 
That from and after the passage of this act there shall be 
levied, collected, and paid a duty of twenty per cent. ad va- 
lorem on tea and coffee imported thereafter into the United 
States from foreign countries. 

“Suc. 2. nd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid an additional duty of ten per cent. ad valorem on the 
following articles thereafter imported into the United States 
from foreign countries, namely: loaf and other refined su- 
gar; coal; bar iron manufactured by rolling; pig iron, round 
iron, as braziers’ rods, of three-sixteenths to ten-sixteenths 
of an inch in diameter, inclusive; nail or spike rods, slit, 


rolled, or hammered ; sheetiron, ones taggers’) hoopiron; | 
band or ecroll iron; casement rods, slit, rolled, or hammer- | 


ed; wood screws (of iron;) spikes, cut or wrought, and | 


white and red jead. 

“See. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid an additional duty of five per cent. ad valorem on the 
following articles imported thereafter into the United States 
from foreign countries, namely: manufactures of cotton, if 
dyed, colored, printed or stained, exceeding in value thirty 


cents the square yard; and manufactures of cotton not dyed, | 


colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in value twenty cents 
the square yard. 
“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the duties im- 


posed by this act shall cease two years after the exchange | 


and ratification of a treaty of peace with Mexico: Provided, 
That the duties laid by this act shall be collected on all such 
goods, wares, and merchandise as shall have heen imported 
previous to the day on which the said duties are to cease. 


ing to the United States which have been in market and | 


subject to entry for ten years, xnd not more than fifteen 


vears, may be entered at one dollar per acre; all lands be- | 


ket and subject to entry for fifteen years, and not more than 
twenty-five years, may be entered at seventy-five cents per 
acre; and all such lands which have been in market and 
subject to entry for more than twenty-five years, may be 
entered at fifty cents per acre. 
from and after the first of May, cighteen hundred and forty- 


This secti » effect | ; i 
nis section to take effect taken. That it would save money from going out 


seven, and to continue in force only during the existing war | 


with Mexico, and for six months after the ratification of a 
treaty of peace with her.” 


The bill was then taken up by sections for | 


amendment, and the first section being read— 


a speech; but, believing that this war had been 
brought about by the blunders of the officeholders 
of the General Government, and being desirous 
that they should bear their just proportion of its 
burdens in common with the people, whose luxu- 
ries and necessaries of life it was proposed to tax 
by the present bill, he had prepared an amend- 


ment for the purpose of reducing the salaries of | 
such civil officers of the Government as were now |! bill—to defeat the bill. 
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ital | enormously large, and thereby saving to the treas- 
expenses”’ of that department for the year ending | 





ury an amount equal if not greater than the bill 
itself would produce. He then moved to amend 
the first section, by striking out all thereof after 
the word “ act,’’ and inserting a proviso making a 
reduction of twenty-five per cent. on the salaries 


_ of all officers of Government which exceed $1,000 


and the pay of members of Congress, the said 
reduction to continue during the war with Mexico. 
Mr. TIBBATTS objected to the reception of 
_ the amendment as not being in order, 
The CHAIR ruled it to be out of order for irrel- 
evancy. 
Mr. COCKE thereupon took an appeal. He in- 
sisted that an amendment such as that he had 


offered was as important, in a revenue point of | 


view, as any item contained in the bill. It went 


to increase the disposable revenue of the treasury | 
by saving a large annual amount of expenditure. | 


The adoption of this one amendment would save 
more money to the Government than all the sec- 


tions in the bill would raise; and he insisted that | 
it was just as important to save money as it was | 


to raise it. 

Tellers were demanded and ordered on the ap- 

en. 

The CHAIRMAN stated his ground of decision 
to be, that this was a bill for ‘‘raising’’ revenue, 
whereas the amendment proposed to save revenue. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
penny saved is twopence earned. 

Mr. THURMAN spoke in support of the de- 
cision of the Chair; not exactly on the ground 
stated by the Chairman, but on another, more 
forcible. y 
enue, but a bill limited to the increase of duties on 
imperts and for the graduation of the price of the 
public lands. It was a limited bill—limited to 
those two objects—the amendment was on a sub- 
ject wholly different; though its effect might be 
virtually to increase the revenue. 

The CHAIR now stated, as an additional ground 
of irrelevancy in the amendment, that it was a pro- 


, vision to regulate the salaries of the officers of Gov- 


| and would have the same effect. 


Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That all lands belong- } late Galaiion Of aihenie bh regulate the price of the | 


; | revenue bi 
longing to the United States, and which have been in mar- || revenue bill as g 


ernment, and out of order on that account also. 
Mr. HOPKINS said it was not a provision to 

regulate salaries, but to tax salaries. He thought 

it quite as much in order to tax salaries as land. 
Mr. THURMAN insisted on his former ob- 


jection; this was a limited bill, and the amendment 
| was foreign to it. 


Mr. HOPKINS contended that to save revenue 
was virtually to raise revenue. 
cision of the Chair would be reversed. 

Mr. GENTRY observed, that whatever might 
be the opinion of the committee as to the merits of 
the amendment, it was certainly in order. 
germain to the bill; it looked to the same object, 
This was a bill 
which went to put revenue into the treasury for 


The old proverb says a || 


He hoped the de- | 





OBE. 


} 


| 
| 


1 
’ 
' 
} 
| 


would meet the question honestly, boldly, fear. 
lessly. If Congress was not going to tax the 
people for the support of this war, let the bill be 
voted down, and let the country see who they were 


|| that Bate disposed to skulk from meeting the re. 
|| Sponsi 


ility of supporting the Government when 
engaged in a just and necessary war. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that he skulked from no 
responsibility which pertained to the discharge of 


|| his public duty He was entirely willing to vote 
| fora tax upon tea and coffee; he was willing to 
_ tax the public lands, and he was willing also to tax 


salaries. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cops] had 
said that he was ready to tax the pay of members 
—but it must be done “ at the propertime.” That 
was a time which never would arrive. The at- 
tempt had often been made, but it never had proved 
to be the proper time, and the thing could never be 
done. If there was skulking anywhere, it’ wag 
in taxing the pay of members of Congress. That 
measure never was and never would be in order. 
He thought there never could be a more appro- 


| priate time to adopt such a measure than in time 
, of war. This amendment did not touch the small. 


er incumbents, but those officers only whose 
salaries exeeeded a thousand dollars; and these 


|| persons were able to bear it. It was more strictly 


\| 
| 


} 


tax was to be paid. 


' and coffee. 


appropriate in their case, because Government put 
them in possession of the money out of whigh the 
Mr. H, denied that he had 
any desire to skulk from imposing a tax upon tea 
He had voted for that tax heretofore, 


|| was ready to vote it now, and should be ready at 


This was not a general bill to raise rev- || 


all times when it was needed; and he was equally 


|| ready to tax salaries. The amount proposed to 
'| be deducted from the salaries of the well-paid offi- 


| 


cers of the Government would produce a large 
increase of revenue. An amendment proposing 


|| that increase was strictly in order ona revenue bill. 
|| Mr. H. said he never had skuiked from his duty, 


and should not begin now. This was the proper 
time for such a measure, aad the proper manner 


| of accomplishing it. Mr. H., however, was ready 
| to vote this bill in almost any form—with this 


|| amendment, or without it. 


{| 
| 
] 
| 


| 
| 
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the purpose of carrying on the war; the amend- | 


ment went to keep revenue in the treasury to carry 
on the war. 


And it had been calculated, on suffi- | 


cient data, that its operation would be to keep | 


more money in the hands of the Government than 
would be brought into them by all the provisions 
of the bill. It was perfectly relevant and strictly 
in order. 

It had been objected to it that it was a proposi- 
tion to regulate the salaries of officers of Govern- 
ment: be itso, If it were, why not as well regu- 


urely had as much to do with a 
gi@tduation had. k 
Mr. COBB said that, however willing he might 


public lands? It 


be to go for the object proposed by the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Cocxe,] he must vote against the appeal he had 


of the treasury was no reason to show it was in 


_ order ina revenue bill. To repeal bills which had 


| keep money in the treasury, and 


t fi I urpose be in order? On 
Mr. COCKE said that he had not risen to make | oe Cone 


| section in this bill re 


been passed to satisfy private claims would also 
yet would an 


the same ground, it would be in order to insert a 
ling the light-house bill and 


the harbor bill. He thought the decision of the 


Chair very correct. This was a bill to raise rev- 
enue, not to regulate salaries. Mr. C. was wil- 
ling to tax the pay of members of Congress and 
other officers at a proper time. But the true object 
of the amendment was sufficiently apparent. It 
_ had been brought forward to prevent action on the 
He hoped the House 


} 
| 
' 


| 


} 
| 


| or by keeping it in when it was there. Theo 


| Mr. R. thought it was. 
|| Tuurman] had contended that this was a bill 
It was || 





He had no purpose of 
embarrassing the action of the House. 

Mr. ROOT said he was not going into a discus- 
sion of the propriety of raising revenue in one way 
or the other, by putting money into the zoey: 

n 
qe now was, whether such an amendment pA 
that now proposed to this bill was relevant enough 
to be in order. The Chair ruled that it was not. 
His colleague [Mr. 


limited to two specific modes of raising revenue,’ 


| to wit, ” increasing duties on imports, and by re- 
e 


ducing the price of the public lands. It was very 
true that the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
reporting this bill, had proposed those two as pro- 
per modes of raising revenue; and the argument 
was, that therefore a Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union must not go one 
inch beyond the line marked out by one of the 


| standing committees. This was a limited bill, and, 


therefore, this was to be a limited committee. In- 
deed! It really seemed as if some members here 
did not regard anything connected with the reve- 
nue to be in‘order that had not received the sanc- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
Committee of Ways and Means had not recom- 
mended it; therefore it was out of order. That 
was the argument, and the wholeargument. The 
Committee of Ways and Means could suggest for 
the benefit of the revenue whatever it pleased, but a 
Committee of the Whole House of Representatives 
might not—must not. He supposed if the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had been pleased to 
report a tax upon officeholders, oh, then, it would 
be quite in order for this committee to to it. 
To see the futility of such ‘an argument as that it 
was necessary only to state it. 
But the gentleman from Georgia had exhorted 
them to meet their duty fairly and boldly; and he 
contended that the House had as much right to 
increase the revenue by repealing bills for private 
claimants as to lay a tax upon salaries to effect the 
same object. Well, that, to be sure, was ‘‘ going 
it strong.”” The reason u against all additions 
to the appropriation bills was, that we needed all 
the money for the war. If any gentleman dared 
to ask a little money to build a fight-house or to 
improve a harbor, he had the Committee of Way 
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and Means down upon him in a twinkling; they i 
yeeded all the money to kill Mexicans, and could || 
spare none to save the lives of our own citizens, || 
And this was a good reason ina higher place. One | 
»yound on which the President had vetoed the || 
aver and harbor bill was, that the money was | 
jeeded for the war: and for this same end he now || 
asked a tax upon tea and coffee. This amendment | 
roposed to take the tax off the shoulders of the | 


people, and on it on those of the office-holders; || 
and surely they ought to be taxed, if anybody 
shoul. Ah, but this amendment was to gave rev- | 
enue, and the bill was to raise revenue; so the |, 
amendment could noi be in order. That was |, 
drawing very fine. No; let the war-makers pay || 
for the war. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I thought it was the Presi- | 
dent that made the war. 
Mr. ROOT. Well, this amendment would help 
him with the means to pay. But Mr. R. had || 
another reason why he wished the amendment to 
prevail. If they mace it the interest of the officers || 
of the Government who now conducted the war to || 
puta stop to the war, we should very speedily get | 
a peace. Gentlemen professed to be very desirous || 
of this; in fact, they were fighting for nothing else. |. 


} 
{ 
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Well, adopt this amendment; tax these office- |, 
holders so long as the war should continue, and it || 
would end in sixty days. [A voice: ‘* But this is |. 
ty ax members of Congress.’’] Well, when you |. 
and I begin to find purselves with empty pockets, || 
we shall soon find another thing: we shall find | 
means toend this war. But as long as war was | 
for the interest of the office-holders, let them stand |, 
the coin; let them bear their shares of its burdens 
along with other people. 

Mr. R. was not now speaking as to what were 
the proper subjects of taxation: that was another 
thing. 1 
He congratulated the country on the noble and | 
independent course pursued here by the gentle- || 
man from Virginia, [|Mr. Hopxins.} That gen- || 
tleman acted in this matter in a consistent manner. 
He had from the beginning advocated the propri- |, 
ety of imposing taxes as we went on making ap- || 
propriations for the war: and now he went strong y | 


|| 


for a proposition which was to tax himself as we 
as others. Such war-men as that Mr. R. could. | 
understand. But he could not understand those | 
who were loud for the war, and ready to lay taxes ! 
to raise revenue, but whom no power on earth |! 
could get to tax their own pay to the amount of a | 
single dollar, though the war should come toa 
dead stand. ‘Though they were not among the re- | 
viled fourteen who voted against the war, (no, nor 
were they worthy to unloose the latchet of their 
shoes,) yet they were ten times greater peace men, 
in practice and in effect, than any of those they || 
so loudly denounced. 
Mr. STEWART suggested to Mr. Cocke a | 
modification of his amendment, so as to require | 
the officeholders to pay twenty-five per cent. of the || 
amount of their salaries. ‘This would avoid any | 
question of order. . y 
Mr. HENLEY said he should reluctantly be || 
under the necessity of voting against the decision 
of the Chair. And he went with the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Cocke] in his amendment, 





| 
| 
not merely because we were now ina war, but be- || 
cause he thought, and always had, that all the | 
salaries paid by this Government, from the salary || 
of the President down to that of the little pages 
— - House, were too large, and ought to be 
reduced, , 

Mr. REID called Mr. Hentey to order for 
speaking to the merits and not to the relevancy of 
the amendment. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. Rew that t 
latitude had been allowed throughout the debate, 
and the Chair did not like now to begin to restrain 
gentlemen. 

Mr. HENLEY said the gentleman need not be 
alarmed, he was not going to be tedious. But he | 
was glad in having an opportunity of voting to re- || 
duce the salaries of officeholders. ‘He had believed 
this to be pf per before he came here; now he was 
convinced of it. After witnessing the enormous 
extravagance of those who thus received the pub- 
lic money, he thought it was time a little of it was 
cut off and applied not only to the support of the 
war, but to carry on the Government and pay its 
debts, and to provide for improving the rivers and 
harbors of the country, and erecting light-houses 
on its coasts. 





| 


| 
| 


} 


TeRICONG 


| tea and coffee to support the war. 


_ The committee then rose for the purpose of lim- 
iting the debate; and 


Mr. HENLEY moved the usual resolution to 
close the debate in committee at five o’clock this 


=z. 
r. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to substitute 


four o’clock in the place of five o’clock. 


_ Mr. STEWART moved to amend the resolu- \| of March, 1847,”’ so as that the law shal 
| tion by making it five o’clock on Monday next. 
Mr. VINTON moved to lay the resolution on | 


the table: which motion was decided in the nega- 


|| tive: Yeas 66, nays 110. 
The question was put on Mr. Srewarr’s || 
| amendment, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. STANTON moved to substitute « 


after three’’ for the words ‘* five o’clock.’’ Agreed 


| to. 


The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to, 


|) and— 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its ses- 


| sion. 


There were now only a few minutes left to be 
appropriated to debate, which were occupied in the 
delivery of some remarks by Mr. BOWLIN. 


Mr. B. said that, by the operation of the gag, he | 


was reduced in time to some eleven or twelve min- 
utes. 
his views fully upon the question, and he would 
therefore content himself with stating his general 


position under appropriate heads, and fill up for || 


the country. In the first place, he was for the bill 


as a war measure, and should give it his undivided || 
support. The best interests of the country demand- | 


ed it, as he would show. He designe 


ling to be taxed to support the war; and invite the 


attention of the committee to the popular demon- || 
strations in favor of his position—demonstrating, || 
| by the press, legislatures, public meetings, &c., the || 


He |) 


true feelings of the people on this subject. 
also intended showing that the opposition to the 
war and the measures necessary to carry it on, 


| was not with the people, but with the politicians, 


and give the reasons for it. He intended to vindi- 


cate the patriotism of the people from the imputa- || 


tion that they were not willing to be taxed on their 


calling attention to the resolution of that House, 


offered, under the gag, by the honorable gentleman | 


from Illinois, [Mr. Wentworrtu,] and voted by 
that House as the sentiment of the nation. He in- 
tended noticing its reception by the people, the 
press, the legislatures, illustrative of pons senti- 
ment against the attempt to forestall the Adminis- 
tration in its resources. He also intended to expose 
the manner in which that resolution wasintroduced, 


| pushed through, and by whom supported, and for 
what purpose. He intended to direct attention to || 


the gallant response of the State of Illinois on it. 
He then designed taking a general review of the 
bill before them—its objects, provisions, its recom- 
mendations, and a general review of the measure. 
He intended to call attention to the attempt to kill 


| it by a bad name, and expose all such efforts. He | 
| also designed taking a review of the Whig tariff, 


and their tariff principles generally—to tax the 


poor and save the rich—for taxing tea and coffee | 
| when we were at peace and had a full treasury, | 
but against it when we needed resources in the de- | 
He designed vindicating at | 


fence of the country. i t 
some length the reduction and graduation oor 
in the bill, both as a revenue measure, and one cal- 
culated to enhance the prosperity of the great West. 
He intended demonstrating the re@nue character 
of the measure from actual precedent—referring to 
operations of the system on the Chickasaw ces- 
sion. -He also intended to vindicate it as a meas- 
ure justand right in itself;—all which he would elab- 
orate in his views to the people in filling up his 
argument. And he intended to tell those gentle- 
men who flattered themselves that a were check- 
ing the prosperity of the West by keeping up a 
fettered faved system, that they were rk the 
rock of Sisyphus—it would come back on them; 
that the glorious destiny of the West was written 
in the book of fate never to be reversed. The da 
the pioneer column the barrier of the Alle- 
ghanies, the star of empire arose in the West, 
never to set until the final consummation of all 


earthly things. [See Appendix for the speech of 


Mr. B. 
The dL abate was closed; and the committee pro- 
ceeded to vote. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


} by Mr. Cocke from the decision of the Chair 


uarter |) 


i| from 


In that time, it was impossible to submit || 


repelling || 
the idea assumed here, that the people were uriwil- || 


He intended | 


Y || iron; band or seroll iron; casement 
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ruling Mr. C.’s amendment out of order, it was 
| decided in the affirmative. So the Chair was sus- 
| tained, 

Mr. McKAY then moved to amend the first 
| Section of the above bill by striking out the words 
|“ passage of this act,’ and inserting * tenth day 
| go into 
| effect on the 10th day of March, 1847. Agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to strike out the 
first section, so far as the same levies a duty on 
| tea and coffee, 

Mr. W. said he wished this motion to be re- 
| garded as a test question. 
|. The question was put and the amendment was 
| rejected :—yeas 92, noes 94. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to strike out all of the 
| first section (as amended) after the words “ tenth 
| day of March, 1847,” and the following words of 
the second section: ‘* Be it further enacted, That 
from and after the passage of this act;’’ the effect 
of ~~ amendment would exempt tea and coffee 

uty. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to make the duty ten 
| per cent. on tea and coffee, instead of twenty per 
cent. 

Mr. SAWYER rose to a question of order; and 

the rule applying to the point having been read, 
| Mr. 8. did not press his point. 
The question on Mr. Ratusun’s amendment 
| was put, and the amendment disagréed to, 
Mr. PERRY moved to strike out all of the first 
| section imposing the duty on tea and coffee, and 


|| to insert in lieu thereof an ad valorem duty of five 
percent. on copper and metal sheathing, ten per 
|| cent. on silks of all kinds, and ten per cent. on 
linen and hempen goods, Disagreed to, 

Mr. WOOD moved to add to the firat section: 
** And on champagne, sherry, Madeira, and port 
wines, and on manufactures of silk, fifty per cent. 
|, ad valorem.’’ Disagreed to. 

(| Mr CARROLL moved to add at the end of the 
|| first section: ‘‘ And, for the purpose of raisin 
‘| revenue, the act of Congress of July 30, 18ie. 
| entitled * An act reducing the duties on imports 
1 and for gee? pages be and the same is hereby 
| 


repealed, and the duties under the tariff act of 
| August 30th, 1842, be and the same is hereby re- 
|| vived and enacted.’’ Disagreed to. 
‘|| Mr. HAMLIN moved to add to the end of the 
|| first section: ** And that, from and after the 10th 
|| day of March, 1847, there shall be levied, collect- 
|, ed, and paid upon each of the schedules named 
\| in an act entitled * An act for reducing the duties 
|| on imports and for other purposes,’ approved 
| July 30, 1846, except on schedule I, an additional 
| duty of five per cent. ad valorem.”’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to add at the end 
|| of the first section: ‘* And a duty of five per cent. 
| ad_ valorem on sheathing copper.” Disagreed to. 
|| Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to strike out all 
|| after the enacting words of the first section and 
|| insert: ‘That, from and after the 10th day of 
March, 1847, for and during the continuance of 
|| the existing war with Mexico, there shall be le- 
| vied, collected, and paid upon all imported arti- 
cles whatsoever, except gold and silver, fire per 
‘| centum ad valorem, in addition to all duties now 
authorized by Jaw.”’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. FOOT moved to amend the first section by 
|| increasing the duty twenty per cent. on “ unmanu- 
|| factured wool.” Disagreed to. 
|| ‘The question was then taken on Mr. Tispatrs’s 
‘| amendment, and it was agreed to: Ayes 93, noes 
|, 90. 

'| The first and second sections of the bil] were 
| thus embodied into one section, omitting the duty 
| on tea and coffee, 80 as to read as follows: 

| 








“ Sec. l. Be it enacted, &c. That from and after the 10th 
day of March, 1847, there shall be levied, collected, and paid 
an additional duty of ten per cent. ad valorem on the follow- 
ing articles nee into the United States from 
foreign countries, y: loaf and other refined sugar; 

coal; bar iron manufactured by rolling; pig iron ; round 
|| iron, as braziers’ rods, of three-sixteenths to ten-sixteenths 
|| of an inch in diameter, inclusive, nail or spike rode, slit, 
|| rolled, or hammered; sheet irom, ( 


me ees 


hammered ; wood sc of iron ;) spikes, cut or wrought; 
oad White wad ted ead™ * ihe ; 


Mr. THIBODAUX now moved to amend the 
above section by striking out “loaf and other re- 
| fined sugars,” and ing “* brown and other 

sugars, sirups, and molasses.’’ Disagreed to. 
r. WILLIAM G. BROWN moved an amend- 








The question being stated on the appeal taken!) ment taxing the pay. of all officers of Government 
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whose alain could be constitutionally altered, | 
and the pay of members of Congress, twenty-five |) 


' 
rer cent. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment of Mr. B. | 


out of order. 
Mr. BROWN appealed. | 
The question on the appeal was put, and the | 
Chair sustained. 
Mr. WOOD moved to amend the section (as the | 
reporter understood, for he could get no copy of | 
the amendment) by increasing the duty on all arti- || 
cles of the tariff of 1846 five per cent., except 
wines and silk, and on those articles an increase of 
twenty per cent. Disagreed to, 
‘The third section of the original bill (being now | 
the second section) was then read as follows: 
‘Bec, 2. Mud he it further enacted, That, from and after | 
the 10th day of March, 1847, there shall be levied, colleeted, | 
and paid an additional duty of five per cent. ad valorem on 
the following articles imported thereafter into the United || 
States from foreiga countries, nainely : manufactures of cot- 
ton, if dyed, colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in value 
thirty cents the square yard; and manufactures of cotton || 
not dyed, colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in value | 
twenty cents the square yard.”’ 


Mr. FOOT moved to amend the section so as to || 
increase the présent duty on unmanufactured wool 


ten per cent, 

Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend Mr. Foor’s 
amendment as follows: “ On unmanufactured wool | 
three cents per pound, and on all woollens ten per 
cent.” Disagreed to. 

Mr. GORDON moved to amend Mr. Foor’s 
amendment as follows: ‘On wool three cents per 
pound, or twenty per cent. ad valorem.’’ Disa- | 
greed to, 

The question was put on Mr. Foor’s amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER here moved an amendment, which 
was ruled out of order, as the section to which his 
amendment was to be proposed had been consid- 
ered. 

Mr. McCRATE moved to add at the end of the | 
section: ** And an additional duty of ten per cent. || 
ad valorem on all manufactures of silk, and of | 
which silk shall be a component part; on all man- 
ufactures of linen or flax, or of which flax shall 
be a component part; on all spirits, cordials, wines, 
and on all cigars, and on all teas and coffee.’? | 
Disagreed to. 

Mr. SEAMAN moved to amend the section by | 
striking out * thirty,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
**twenty;”’ and also to strike out ** twenty,’’ and 
insert in lieu thereof * ten.” So that it would read 
* twenty cents the square yard,’’ and “ten cents 
the square yard.” Disagreed to. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to add at the 
end of the section, ‘* and ten per cent. additional 
on sugar of lead, iron wire and nails, and wrought 
iron tubes.”’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. W.G. BROWN moved to amend the sec- 
tion by inserting after *‘ namely,” ‘“ fire-bricks.”’ | 
Disagreed to. 1 

Mr. ABBOTT moved to add at the end of the | 
section, **and on all manufactures of flax ten per | 
cent. ad valorem.’’ Disagreed to. | 


Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend the section | 
by adding, ‘*on copperas one cent per pound.”? | 
Disagreed to, | 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to amend the section by 
striking out ‘* five” and inserting “ ten,’’ su as to || 
make it an ‘‘additional duty of ten per cent. ad || 
valorem.” Disagreed to, 

Mr. ‘THIBODAUX moved to add to the sec- || 
tion thus: *“ Also a duty of ten per cent. ad valo- || 


rem on brown and other sugars, molasses, and || 
: >’) | 
sirups. 


Disagreed to. | 

Mr. HAMPTON moved to insert after the word | 
** namely,” “ window glass and glass hottles, * 
Disagreed to. 

Mr. NORRIS moved to add at the end of the || 
section, “and all manufactures of cotton and wool, | 
or of which wool, whether carded or combed, is | 
the component part of chief value.” Disagreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to substitute for the Ist and | 





Qd section, the following : ‘That from and after | 
the 10th day of March, 1847, five per cent. ad va- 
lorem additional duties be imposed upon all manu- || 
factored articles mentioned in the act for reducing i| 
the duty on imports and for other purposes, ex. } 
cept silks ; ten per cent. on tea and coffee ad valo- || 
rem; twetity per cent. ad valorem additional duty | 
on cham » Sherry, Madeira, and port wines, || 
and on all manufactures of silk and linen.”” Dis- || 
agreed to 





| 


on 


| chargeable on any of them, and that any 








Mr. PAYNE moved to strike out the entire sec- 
tion. Disagreed to. 
Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland, moved the fol- 


lowing as a new section, to come in after section || 


| 
| * July, 1846.” Disagreed to. 


} 
; 


two: 

“ Suc. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the first day of July next, there shali be paid twenty per cen- 
tum ad valorem, in addition to all other duties, on the fol- 
lowing articles, that is to say: on woollen cloths and cassi- 


/ meres; on all manufactures of cotton, which are dyed 
| colored, printed, or stained; on all laces; on bleached and | 
unbleached linen, worsted stuff goods, all manutactures of || 
silk, or of which silk is a component part; on leather; on | 


spirits distilled from grain or other materiats; on hemp and 


|| cordage ; and on all kinds of wines: Provided, That when- 
|| ever it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the 


President of the United States that the tobacco, the produce 
of the United States, is admitted into the several ports be- 


| longing to any foreign State, Kingdom, or Government, pro- | 
ducing or manufacturing any of the said enumerated articles, 


at a duty not exceeding the maximum or highest rate of duty 
merican citizen 
may export the tobacco of the United States directly there- 


| from to any port or place of any such foreign State, King- 
| dom, or Government, and there dispose of the same upon 


as good terms as any citizen or subject of said State, King- 


| dom, or Government, so far as any regulation of Government 


may affect the same, then the said additional duty of twenty 


| per centum shall be remitted, so far as regards such of the || 
said articles as are of the produce or manufacture of such | 


State, Kingdom, or Government as shall admit the tobacco 


| as aforesaid: 4nd provided, further, That according as any 


foreign State, Kingdom, or Govegnment shall hereafter, from 
time to time, reduce the rate of duty imposed upon the to- 
bacco, the produce of the United States, below the maxi- 
muw or highest rate of duty imposed by this act upon the 


| aforegoing enumerated articles, and whenever the said reduc- 


tion shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Presi- 


| dent of the United States, then shall said duties imposed 


upon said articles—to wit: on woollen cloths and cassimeres ; 
on all manufactures of cotton, which are dyed, colored 
printed, or stained; on laces; on bleached and unbleached 
linen ; on worsted stuff goods; on all manufactures of silk 


| or of which silk is a component part; on leather; on spirits || 


distilled from grain or other materials ; on hemp or cordage ; 
and on all kinds of wines—be reduced upon a like scale or 
corresponding reciprocal ratio, so far as regards such of the 
enid articles as are of the produce or manufacture of such 
State, Kingdom, or Government as shail admit the tobaeco 


| as aforesaid. 
| 


Sec, —. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
first day of July next there shail be levied, collected, and 
paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter mention- 
ed, the following duties, in addition to those now levied un- 


ij der the actapproved the 30th day of July, 1846, entitled ‘An 


act reducing the duties on imports, and fur other purposes,’ 
that is to say,on iron in bars, not manufactured in whole or 
in part by rolling, fifteen dollars per ton ; on bolt or bar iron, 
made wholly or in part by rolling, twenty dollars per ton; 


|, on all manufactures of iron, twenty per centum ad valorem, 


in addition to the present duties now levied; on coal, two 
dollars per ton; on all vessels or wares, articles and manu- 
factures of cut glass; on plain, moulded, or pressed glass, 
and on all other glassware ; on china ware, poreelain ware, 


| earthen ware, stone ware, and on all other ware composed 
| of earth or mineral substances, an additional duty of twenty 
| perecentum: Provided, That whenever it shall be made to 
| appear to the satisfaction of the President of the United 


States that the tobacco, the produce of the United States, is 


| admitted into the several ports belonging to any foreign 


State, Kingdom, or Government, producing or mauufactu- 
ring any of the said articles herein enumerated, upon a duty 


| not exceeding the maximum or highest rate of duty charge- 


able on any of them, and that any citizen of the United 
States may export the tobacco of the United States directly 
therefrom to any port or place of any such foreign State, 
Kingdom, or Government, and there dispose of the same, 
upon as good terms as any citizen or subject of said State, 
Kingdom, or Government, as far as any regulation of Goy- 
ernment may affect the same, then the said additional duty 
upon iron, not manufactured by rolling: on bolt or bar iron, 
made by rolling in whole or in part; on all manufactures of 
iron; on coal; on all vessels or wares; articles and manu- 
factures of glass; on plain, moulded, and pressed glass, and 
other glass ware; on china ware, porcelain ware, earthen 
ware, stone ware, and all other ware composed of earth or 
mineral substance, shall be remitted, so far as regards such 
of the articles above recited as are the produce or manufac- 


| ture of such State, Kingdom, or Government, as shall admit 


the tobacco, the growth of the United States, as aforesaid : 
ind provided, further, That according as any State, King- 
dom, or Gover t shal} hereafter, trom time to time, re- 
dnee the rate of duty imposed upon tobacco, the produce 
of the United States, below the maximum or highest rate of 
duty imposed by this act upon the foregoing last enumerated 


| articles, and whenever the said reduction shall be.made to 


appear to the satistaction of the President of the United 
States, then shall the duties upon the said articles last enu- 
merated be reduced upon a like scale or corresponding retip- 
rocal ratio, so far as regards such of the said articles as are 
of the produce or manufacture of such State, Kingdom, or 
Government, as shall admit the tobacco as aforesaid.”’ 


This amendment was disagreed to. 


The fourth section of the original bill (now the 
third section) was then read, as follows: 
“ Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the duties im- 
by this act shall cease two years after the exchange 
and ratification of a treaty of peace with Mexico: Provided, 
That the duties laid by this act shall be collected on all such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, as shall have been imported 
previous to the day on which the said duties are to cease.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved to amend it by 
striking out the words * two years,’’ so asto. make 
the duties cease with the war. Disagreed to. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





i Mr. STEWART moved an amendment, « That 


|}; manufactures of worsted, an 
|| Kinds, and refined sugars, and 5 per cent. upon all other im. 
1 ported articles whatever, except gold and silver.” 
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there shall be assessed and paid an additiona| 
embraced in schedule B of the tariff act of 30th of 
Mr. EDSALL moved to add a new section; 


“T ‘ i 
: cog there shall .be levied and collected a duty 





r cent. on all iron in bars, bolts, blooms 
, 


‘ 
| ‘duty of 20 per cent. on wines and other luxuries 
| 


|*or slabs, manufactured in whole or in 
| $ hammering. Disagreed to. 7 
| Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, now moved that 
committee rise. Disagreed to: Ayes 92% noes 


|| Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to strike out al] 
'| after the enacting words of the bill, except the las, 
| section, and insert: 


“That from and after the 10th day of March. 1847, there 
| shall be levied, collected, and paid, during tae contisuance 
| of the existing war with Mexico, in addition to the cuties 
| now authori by law, a duty of 10 per cent, on all importa. 


|| tions of iron, coal, all manufactures of iron, manufactures 


| of wool, manufactures of silk, manufactures of linen, and 
d on wine and spirits of ail 


| Disagreed to. 


The next and last section was then read, as fol- 
lows: yn 

“Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That all lands belong. 
ing to the United States which have been in market and 
subject to entry for ten years, and not more than fifteen 
| years, may be entered at one dollar per acre ; agi lands be- 
| longing to the United States, and which have been in market 

and subjectto entry for fifteen years, and not more than twen- 
| ty-five years, may be entered at seventy-five cents per acre ; 
|; and all such lands which have been in market and subject 
|| to entry for more than twenty-five years, may be entered at 
| fifty cents peracre. This section to take effect from and 
| after the first day of May, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, 








}| and to continue in foree only during the existing war wit) 
|| Mexico, and for six months after the ratification of a treaty 
| of peace with her.”’ 

| Mr. GORDON moved to amend the section by 
| inserting after the word * acre,” ‘excepting from 
| the operation of this act the alternate sections of 
| land in and near public improvements to construct 
| which the Government has heretofore made dona- 
| tions of land.”? Disagreed to. 

‘| Mr. CATHCART moved an amendment, stri- 
| king out six months, and inserting two years; so 
/as to limit the sale to two years instead of six 
| months after the ratification of a treaty of peace 
'with Mexico. Disagreed to. 

| Mr. WILMOT moved so to amend “that no 
| person or persons shall be entitled to the benefits 
of the reduced price of the public lands provided 
| for in this act, except the actual settler upon the 
| same.”’ 

|| Mr. MeCLERNAND moved to add to Mr. 
| Witmor’s amendment: “And provided, That the 
benefit of these reduced prices shall be extended 
to preémptors as well as to other persons.”’ 

r. WILMOT accepted Mr. McCiernann’s 
amendment; and, the question being put on the 
amendment as modified, it was disagreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND then moved to add his 
amendment to the end of the section. Disagreed 


| 

| to. 

| Mr. BOWDON moved an amendment to the 
| 





end of the section authorizing that the lands ac- 
uired by the United States, under a treaty with 
e Creek and Cherokee Indians, lying in the State 
of Alabama, may be entered after the Ist of June 
next, at seventy-five cents per acre. Disagreed 
to. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to amend the sec- 
tion so that the lands of the United States which 
| have been in market for five years, and not more 
than ten years, may be entered at one dollar per 
acre; for ten and not more than fifleen years, at 
seventy-five cents per acre; for twenty years, fifty 
cents per acre; for twenty-five years, twenty- 
five cents per acre; and leave out that part of the 
bill that limited its advantage to six months after 
the war, so as to make the graduation permanent. 
Disagreed to. 

Mr. McHENRY moved an amendment provi- 
ding that the lands of the United States which have 


been in market for ten years may be at one 
dollar per acre until the Sect eooath, 1848; and 
after that period twenty cents per acre per annum 
shall be added to the price ‘or five years; and, afier 
the expiration of five , ten cents annum 
ee Ag ae 1 be added for another peri- 
of five Disagreed to. 
Mr. VER now moved to strike out the sec- 


tion. 
The CHAIR decided the motion out of order. 
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the Chair. 
The question was put upon the appeal, and the 
decision of the Chair reversed: Ayes 83, noes 87. 
The question was’ then put on Mr. Grover’s 
motion, and it was agreed to: Ayes 94, noes 81. 
Mr. YOUNG moved to add’a new section to 
the bill, viz: ‘* That there shall be imposed and 
collected an additional duty of ten per cent. on 
each and every article imported into the United 
States which 1s mentione 


It was disagreed to. 


Mr. HA 
stitute for the bill—it being the original bill, so al- 
tered as to impose additional duties on silks, linens, 
spirits, wines, cordials, wool, and woollen and 
worsted goods, but omitting the section which pro- 
poses to graduate the price of the public lands: 


« Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the 10th of March, 
1847, there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty of 
twenty per cent. ad valorem on tea and coffee imported 
thereafter into the United States from foreign countries. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid an additional duty of ten per cent. ad valorem on the 
following articles thereafter imported into the United States 
from foreign countries, namely : loaf and other refined sugar; 
coal; bar iron manufactured by rolling; pig iron; round 


iron, as braziers’ rods, of three-sixteenths to ten sixteenths | 


of ani in diameter, inclusive; nail or spike rods, slit, 
rolled, hammered ; sheet iron, (except taggers’ ;) hoop 
iron; band or seroll iron; casement rods, slit, rolled, or 
hammered ; wood screws, (of iron ;) spikes, cut or wrought, 
and white and red lead; on all manufactures of silk, and 
of which silk shall be a component part; on all manufac- 
tures of linen or flax, or of which flax shall be a component 
part; on all spirits, cordials, wines, and cigars, wool and 
woollens, and worsted goods, 

“See. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 10th.day of March, 1847, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid an additional duty of five per cent. ad valorem on 
the following articles imported thereafter into the United 
States from foreign countries, namely: manufactures of 
cotton, if dyed, colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in 
value thirty cents the square yard; and manufactures of 
cotton not dyed, colored, printed, or stained, exceeding in 
value twenty cents the square yard. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the. duties im- 
posed by this act shall cease two years after the exchange 
and ratification of a treaty of peace with Mexico: Provided, 
That the duties laid by this act shall he collected on all such 
goods, wares, and merchandise as have been imported pre- 
vious to the day on which said duties are to cease.” 


Mr. WICK moved to amend Mr. Hamuin’s 
substitute by adding thereto the dand section of the 
original bill, as follows: ; 

“Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That all lands belonging 
to the United States, which have been in market and sub- 
ject to entry tor ten years and not more than fifteen years, 
may be entered at one dollar per acre; all lands belong- 
ing to the United States, and which have been in market 
und subjeet to entry for fifteen years and not more than 
twenty-five years, may be entered at seventy-five cents per 
were; and all such lands which have been in market and 
subject to entry for more than twenty-five years may be 
entered at fifty cents per acre. This section to take effect 
from and after the 1st of May, 1847, and to continue in force 
only during the existing war with Mexico, and for six 
months after the ratification of a treaty of peace with her.’’ 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment of Mr. Wick 
out of order. . 

Mr. HAMLIN then modified his amendment 
by adopting Mr. Wicx’s proposition as a part of 
his substitute, and adding at the end thereof these 
words: é 

“ Provided, That the benefits of the reduction of the price 
of the public lands authorized by this act shall extend to 
actual settlers and preéinptors only.’? 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to strike out the 
first section of the substitute, so far as it applied 
to tea and coffee. , 

This motion woe. saree to—ayes 94, noes 83; 
and by it the remainder of the first séction, be- 
came a part of the second section, so as to make 
ee two form the first section of the substitute 

ill. 

Mr. GROVER then moved to strike out the 
land section of the substitute, viz; the last section, 
which had been accepted b Mr. Hamu at the 
suggestion of Mr. Wick. This motion was also 
agreed to—ayes 114, noes not counted, 

The substitute as thus amended was then 
to, and the committee rose and reported the bill as 
amended; that is, the above substitute, as moved 
by Mr. Hamu, but divested of the tax on tea 
and coffee, and of the section which proposed to 
graduate the price of the public lands. : 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the ious n 


Mr. ALBERT SMITH moved to lay the bill 
on the table; which question was decided in the 
negative; by yeag and nays, as, 


ows: 


in schedule C, in the | 
act@ntitled ‘An act reducing the duties on imports, | 
and for other purposes,’ approved July 30, 1846.” | 


LEN moved the following as a sub-_ 


TRE CONGRESS 





1 
j 
j 
i 
} 
| 
| 
} 
j 








oe rennet eteteneseneencessennesesineeennatenaerncanngrpen nesters rn 


| Milton Brown, Buftiagton, William W. Campbeil, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, 
Cottrell, Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Foot, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, 
Harper, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hous- 


R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Thomas 
| Butler King, Lewis, Long, McGaughey, McHenry, Mcli- 

vaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Newton, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, A. Smith, 


Winthrop, Wrigit, and Young—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed 
inger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodiead, 





William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reu- || 
ben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cul- || 


lom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Droingoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Etlet. Eils- 
worth, Erdman, Faran, Fieklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Goodyear 

Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hougii, George 8S. Houston, Ed- 


mund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Huater, | 


Charles J. Ingersoll, James H. Jolinson, Joseph Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClean, McClelland, MeClernand, MeCrate, Me- 
Daniel, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, 


H. Sims, T. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, Jacob ThompsongThur- 
man, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
Wick, Williams, 
worth, and Yost—126. 

The previous question was then ordered; and the 
amendment made in Comiittee of the Whole (the 
substitute bill) was agreed to.by the following 
| vote: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, 


Bell, Benton, Brinkerhoff, Miiton. Brown, Buffington, Wil- 
liam W. UCampbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Join G. 


Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, 
Dockery, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Join H. Ewing, E. H. Ewing, 
Foot, Ggntry, Giddings, Goodyear, Graham, Grinnell, Gro- 
ver, Hale, Hamiin, Hampton, Harper, Henry, Hoge, E. B. 





King, Levin, Lewis, Long, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, 


| McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, || 


| Newton, Niven, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, 


| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, | 

e, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman | 
Sunith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, | 
Sykes, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Benj. Thompson, Tilden, | 


Savwtell 


Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 
Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodrutl, Wright, 
and Young—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, 
Catheart, A. A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Culom, Cunningham, 
Danicl, Dargan, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoolc, Erdman, 
Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Har- 
manson, Hastings, Henley, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hough, George 8. Houston, E. W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, 
Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
G. W. Jones, Seaborn Joves, Kaufman, Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, McClelland, McClernand, MeDaniel, James Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, A. 
D. Sims, L. H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, James Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Wick, 
Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—103, 


The question now being on ordering the bill, as 
enandea to third reading— 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to reconsider the vote 
on the said amendment. _-¢ 

Mr. J. P. MARTIN moved that the House do 


now adjourn. Disagreed to. 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on reconsidering the said vote, and decided -in the 
negative: Yeas 104, nays 105. 


YEAS —Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedin- 
» Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brockenhrough, Brodhead, bi wa G. Brown, pmand 
cart, Augustus h an, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, ae Cali, Cottrell, Cullom, Cummins, ce 
ni je’ n, Dobbin, Douglass, . 
Huet, Exdman, Faran, Ficklin, Poster, Fries, tharsin ites’ 
Gordon, Harmanson, astings, H . Hoge, If. E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, G. 8. Hi o, E. W. Hukard, James B. 
“Hunt, Hunter C.J. Ingersoll, J. H. Johnson, Joseph John- 
san, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, 
Leffler, La Sere, Ligon ee eee McClean, 
MeClernand, » James McDowell, 
P. Martin, Barkiey Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Ife Ritter Reketis, Hearne ” Seddon, 
e, > > 
H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
ton, Starkweather, Strong, James 







Seataaleeinon . atemapiee jessie bop igeaneepteh comneipnamnamenenretvoeettdeantannstntinipanenaineeasendingatiaattantnabashcntedtaiddandaeriiaig ataeoutengeomemticngeeemmneaanmenammanateemnnamenasompepeesemeae 


Kay, 
oulton, No 
Pillsbury, Reid, 
Alexander D. Sims 


- Smith, Robert Smith, 


HONAL, GLOBE. _ 


2 Mr. RATHBUN. appealed from the decisioh of |] YEAS—Messra. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barrringer, Bell, | 


| ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph | 


i 


Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodaux, Thomasson, | 
Benj. Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, | 


Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings, | 


John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, | 
Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, | 
Pillsbury, Reid, Reite, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, | 
Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard | 


Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, Wood- \ 


Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Cummins, | 


Holmes, J. W. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hunger- | 
ford, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jeukins, An- | 
| drew Jolinson, D. P. King, Preston King, Thomas Butler | 
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Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, 
| Tredway, Wick, Woodward, and Woodworth—104. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, 
Benton, Brinkerhoff, Milton Brown, Buffington, Wm. W. 
Campbell, John H, Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery Duniap, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goodyear, Graham, Grinnell, Grover, 
| Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. 
|, Hofmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Joreph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
Andrew Johnson, Danie! P. King, Preston King, Thomas 
Butler King, Levin, Lewis, Long, McCrate, Joseph J. Me- 
Dowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, 
|| Moseley, Newton, Niven, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rath- 
| bun, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, 
Strohm, Sykes, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thomp- 
son, Tilden, Trumbo, Vanee, Vinton, Wentworth, Whea- 
| ton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Weod- 
ruff, Wright, Young, and Yost—105. 
| Mr. BOYD asked the Speaker if his vote would 
| alter the result. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not. 

Mr McKAY moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

_ The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order, 
it having been once before made, sinee the previous 
| question was moved, and rejected. 

The bill, as amended in Committee of the 
Whole, was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
was engrossed and read a third time. 

The question was stated, Shall the bill pass? 
when Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous 
question. e 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved that the House 
/ adjourn. Disagreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question then ordered, viz: Shall the bill 
ass? 
| ‘The question was decided by yeas and nays as 
|, follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Bell, James Black, Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, Buffington, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, 
Collamer, Crozier, Cummins, Darragh, De Mott, Dilling- 

| hain, Dixon, Edsall, Ellswerth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, 
| Faran, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Goodyear, Grover, Hamlin, 
Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Hungermets Charlies J. Lngersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Preston King, Levin, Lewis, 
Long, McClean, MeCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, McLivaine, 
Marsh, Newton, Niven, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Relfe, Julius Rockwell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, 
| James Thompson, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 
Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Young, and Yost—68. 
NAYS—Messrs, Abbott, Stephen Adams, Ashmun, At- 
kinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James 
A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, 
Cottrell, Cranston, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, 
| Garrett Davis, Delano, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Eliet, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, 
| Gordon, Graham, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Harmanson, 
| Harper, Hastings, Henry, Hilliard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, 
| Hopkins, Hough, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, 
| Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Wash- 
| ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Huuter, James H. Jolinson, 
| Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea-- 
born Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, 8 
| Butler King, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Ligah, 
| Lumpkin, Maclay, ee pectieepend, Doyen, 
} 
| 
i 


James McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, ifler, Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, 
Pilisbury, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Sawyer, Schenek, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 


} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
} 
} 
| 





Smith, Stanton, Strong, Thibodaux, Benjamin a 
| Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden eg way, 
| Vance, Vinton, Wick, Winthrop, Woodruff, oodwarid, 
|| Woodworth, and Wright—136. 


| So the bill was rejected. 

| Mr, ROOT moved to reconsider the vote on the 
|| passage of the bill. 

|" Mr. WENTWORTH moved to lay the motion 
| to reconsider on the table. 
—_ Neier moved that the House 

journ. to, 
| - The question was then put on Mr. Wewrwortn’s 
| motion, and it was agreed to, and the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 


The following communication wag received from 
the President of the United States in the course of 
the day, and read: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 
5 eden putclar caeoteunigudat tha rof War, 

with the act in answer to the reso! u- 
tion of the Hous 





he H of of the Ist nt, pe 
ans 


; 

we 

i 

' 
43 
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an a 


‘Gaede’ 
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* Brigadier Generals Hamer and Quitman of the operations 
‘ of their respective brigades on the 21st of September last.” 

As some of these documents relate to military operations 
of our forces which may not have been fully executed, I 
might have deemed it proper to withbold parts of them, un- 
der the apprehension that their publication at this time would 
be “detrimental to the public service ;”? but [ am satisfied 
that these operations are now so far advanced, and that the 
enemy bas already received so much information from other 
sources in relation to the intended movements of our army, 
as to render this precaution unnecessary, 


JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasuinoton, February 27, 1847. 


The House, at twenty minutes before eight 
o'clock p. m., adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and reerred, under the rule: 

By Mr. STEWART: The petition of John D. D. Rosset, 
of Virginia, in relation to immigration of foreigners. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The petition of David Waldo, for the 
payment of services in the war of the Revolution, 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Robert Armstrong 


uod 71 other eitizens of Northumberland county, Pennsyl- || 


vania, praying for an alteration of the naturalization laws, 
Ac. Also, the petition of 8.C. Runyan and 77 others, of 
the eame place and for the same purpose. 

By Mr. FCHENCK: A memorial from Samuel Easter 
and 160 other citizens of Clinton county, Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to use all constitutional powers for terminating, as 
speedily as possible, the war with Mexico, without further 
etfusion of blood. 

By Mr. WINTHROP: The memorial of Josiah Quincy, 
jr., Mayor of Boston, and of a large number of citizens, 
praying that some of the public ships and vessels which are 
not needed for the national service, may be employed in 
transporting food to the famishing people of [reland. The 
memorial states that the freight of grain to Ireland has risen 
to the enormous price of from forty-five to sixty-two cents 
per bushel—being double the cost of raising Indian corn in 
many parts of this country. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of Jacob Robinson and 
others, asking for an appropriation for a light-house on the 
reef at the entrance of Newark Bay, New Jersey. Also, the 
petition of Mersey Lock, asking for a pension. 

By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin, for the indemnification of Elbert Dickin- 
son. Also, on the subject of preémption rights and sales of 
the public lands. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of Amanda Fax, ad- 
ministratrix, &c., for compensation for losses sustained in 
the late war with Great Britain. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpar, March 1, 1847. 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 


Mr. ARCHER presented the credentials of the | 


Hon. R. M. T. Honrer, chosen a Senator of the 
United States by the General Assembly of the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, for six years from the 4th 
day of March, 1847. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate take a recess to day 
fron: four until six o’clock p. m. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. CASS presented a preamble and resolutions || 
passed by the Legislature of the State of Michi- || 
gan, declaring it as their opinion that the existing || 
war with Mexico was brought about solely by the |, 


acts of that republic, and that it should be prose- 
cuted on the part of the United States with vigor; 
that it is the duty of the Government to make pro- 
vision for the soldiers engaged in the war, and for 
the families of such as may be killed or die of 
wounds received in battle; and in favor of extend- 
ing the provisions of the ordinance of 1787 over 
any territory which may be acquired by the Uni- 
ted States. Read and ordered to be printed. 

_Mr. DICKINSON presented five petitions of 
citizens of New York, praying the employment of 
a public vessel for transporting food to the famish- 
ing poor of Ireland; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. DAYTON presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Trenton, New Jersey, vindi- 
cating the character and conduct of General Zach- 
ary Taylor in his military operations at Monterey; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. DIX presented six petitions of citizens of 
New York, praying the employment of a public 
vessel in carrying food to the famishing poor of 
Ireland; which were laid on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Seneca county, 


New York, praying that the Tonawanda Indians | 


may be exempted from the operation of the Sen- 
eca treaty of 1842; which was laid on the table, 
Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 
of Alleghany city, Pennsylvania, praying that tea 
and coffee may not be subject to duty; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Pansbpivnaio, 


* 
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| praying the adoption of pacific measures for speed- 1 


ily terminating the war with Mexico; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 
Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, to whom was referred the amend- 


|| ments of the House to the amendments of the Sen- | 
|| ate to the joint resolution of thanks to General . 
|| Taylor, his officers and men, for their brilliant mil- | 


|, itary. ) 
|, back with amendments. 


| The Senate having proceeded to the considera- | 


} tion thereof, as in committee of the whole, the 
|, amendments were agreed to, 

1 The joint resolution was then reported to the 
| Senate, and, the amendments having been concur- 


| red in, it was ordered to a third reading, and was, | 


| by unanimous consent, read a third time and 
|| passed. 
BOUNTY LAND STOCK. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 

| Finance, to whom had been referred the bill to 
amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to raise for a limit- 
ed time an additional military force, and for other 

|| purposes,” reported the same back with amend- 

| ments. 

The Senate proceeded to consider said bill as in 


| committee of the whole, and the amendments hav- 
ing Leen agreed to, the bill was reported to the | 


Senate. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and was, by unanimous consent, read a third 
| time, and passed. 

THE TEN REGIMENTS. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 

fairs, to whom had been referred the amendments 


_ of the Hlouse to the bill of the Senate making pro- | 


vision for an additional number of general officers, 
and for other purposes, reported thereon with 
| amendments. 

Mr. D. having explained the amendments, gave 
|| notice that he would call the bill up to-day, if an 
| opportunity offered; and if not, then he would call 

it up to-morrow morning. 
LIGHT-HOUSES. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, || 


‘(| to whom was referred the bill from the House au- 


| amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider said bill as in 
committee of the whole; and no amendment having 
been offered, the bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then moved an amend- 
ment appropriating $2,000 for the erection of a 
light-house on the burnt pier in the river Delaware; 
| which was agreed to. 

Some other amendments were offered by Messrs. 
FAIRFELD and DAYTON, which were not 
|| agreed to; and the bill was then ordered to a third 


| reading, and was, by unanimous consent, read a 
|| third time, and passed. 

|| Subsequently, on motion by Mr. BADGER, 
| (who stated that he had ascertained that any 
| amendment would, in all probability, lead to the 
'| loss of the bill,) the vote on the passage of the bill 
| was reconsidered, and the vote upon agreeing to 
| the amendment of Mr. J. M. Ciavron was also 
| reconsidered, and the amendment was then disa- 
|| greed to. 

| ‘The bill was@hen passed in the shape in which 


| 


| it came from the House. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

} Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
|| to whom had been referred the bill from the House 


|, making appropriations for the support of the army 
'| and of volunteers, for the year ending 30th June, 


_—— 3 


operations at Monterey, reported the same | 


thorizing the erection of certain light-houses, and | 
| for other purposes, reported the same without | 
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'| to whom had been referred the bill from the House 


|| for the relief of the Bank of the Metropolis 

ed the same without amendment. ome PApOR- 
| The Senate having proceeded to the considera. 
tion of said bill as in committee of the whole, and 
|| bo amendment having been offered, it was reported 
'| to the Senate. 


| 
j 
| 
| 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 

was, by unanimous consent, read a third time, and 
| passed. 
| MINESOTA. o 


| Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
|, diciary, to whom had been referred the bill from 
| the House establishing the Territorial government 
|| of Minesota, reported the same without amend. 
|| ment. 


} 
| 
i} 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 


| Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post Of. 
|| fice and Post Roads, to whom had been referred 
|| the bill from the House to establish certain post. 
| routes, reported the same with amendments. 
| The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
\| said bill, as in committee of the whole. 
| The amendments were read, and after being 
| slightly amended, were agreed to. : 
|| No further amendments being offered, the bill 
_ was reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
| were concurred in. 

Several other amendments were then Moptea, 
|| (among them one for a mail to and from the army, 
|| and another for a mail to and from Oregon,) and 
|| the bill was ordered to a third reading, and was, 
| by unanimous consent, read a third time, and 
| passed. 
i 


PUBLIC LANDS GRANTED TO FLORIDA. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee of Public 
Lands, reported a bill respecting the location of the 
lands in the State of Florida, granted by the Uni- 
|| ted States to the State for different objects, and for 
\ pone ys. i, which was read, and passed to the 
‘| second reading. 

REFUNDING ADVANCES FOR VOLUNTEERS. 


| Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, to whom had been referred the joint resolu- 
tion to refund money to the States which have 
supplied volunteers and furnished them transporta- 
|| tion during the present war before being mustered 
and received into the service of the United States, 
| 





reported the same without amendment. 

he Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
said joint resolution, as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved an amendment, so as to 
include individuals acting under the authority of 
} States; which was agreed to. . 

1 Mr. CAMERON moved an amendment to in- 
1 clude counties, townships, cities, boroughs, and 
| individuals; which was not agreed to. 

|| Mr. RUSK moved an amendment to refund the 
|| advances made for regular troops as well as vol- 
1 unteers; which wag agreed to. 

| 


| 
| 


j 
| 
{ 


| The resolution was then gg to the Senate, . 


| and the amendments havin n concurred in, it 

| was ordered to be engro and read a third time, 

| and was, by unanimous consent, read a third time, 

| and passed. 

JACKSON MONUMENT ASSOCIATION. 

|| Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee for the 

District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 

| joint resolution from the House granting certain 
unserviceable brass cannon to the Jackson Monu- 

| ment Committee, reported the same without amend- 

| 

| 


' 
1 
i| 


_ment. 
| The Senate having proceeded to the considera- 
tion of said joint resolution, as in committee of the 
whole 

Mr. MILLER said it was understood that the 


| 





| 1848, and for other purposes, reported the same | Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton] was opposed 
| 


| with amendments. 


! 
| The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


said bill, as in committee of the whole. 
The amendments reported from the Committee 
, on Finance were agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved an amendment, 
which was agreed to, and the bill was then report- 
‘| ed to the Senate, and the amendments having been 
concurred in, it was ordered to a third reading, and 

was, by unanimous consent, read a third time, and 
ssed. 


i 


j 


1} 
' BANK OF THE METROPOLIS. 
'' Mr. EVANS, from the Committee oh Finance, 


to this resolution, and as he was absent, he moved 
| to lay it upon the table; which was agreed to. 
| UNION BANK OF GEORGETOWN. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
|| mittee for the District of Columbia, to whom had 
|| been referred the bill from the House to extend the 
|| charter of the Union Bank of Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, reported the same without 
amendment. . ee gre 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
said bill, as in commitee of the whole, and no 
amendment having been offered, it was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to a third reading. 
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The bill was then, by unanimous consent, read 

a third time, and passed. 
USEFUL ARTS. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, frem the Committee on Pat- 
ents, to whom was referred the bill from the House 
in addition to an amendment of the several acts to 

romote the progress of the useful arts, reporied 
thereon, with a resolution that the consideration 
thereof be postponed until the next session; which 
was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate agree to the con‘erence asked | 
by the House of Representatives on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1848. 

Mr. Huntineron, Mr. Farrritip, and Mr. 
BurLer, were appointed, 

THREE MILLION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill making further appropriations to 
bring the existing war to a speedy and honorable 
conclusion. 

Mr.J.M. CLAYTON being entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed the Senate at considerable 
length in opposition to the bill. [His remarks will 
be given in the Appendix in full, as it is imposible, 
owing to the multiplicity of business, to present 
any accurate sketch of them in time for publication 
among the regular proceedings. ] 

SUSPENSION OF THE JOINT RULE. 

A resolution wasghen adopted to suspend the 

operation of the joint resolution relative to the 


transmission of original bills from one House to | 


the other on the last three days of the session. 
INTRODUCTION OF GAS INTO THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. PEARCE submitted a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Senate and Cierk of 
the House to contract with James Crutchett, to light 
te Capitol and public grounds with gas; which 
was read twice by unanimous consent, 


The Senate then took a recess from four until 
six o’clock, p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate, having reassembled, proceeded to 
the consideration of the resolution offered on Sat- 
urday, by Mr. Moreneap, giving the usual extra 
compensation to the clerks and messengers of the 
Senate, which was amended and adopted. 

PRIVATEERS. 

The Senate passed the bill from the House for 

the punishment of piracy, &c. 
THREE MILLION BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 

three million bill. 
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| poened by the Legislatures of nine of these States. 
|| This question is presented by the bill passed by 
|| the House, and now awaiting the action of the 
|| Senate. 
|| sides, 


i States, has been the subject of censure here. As 
|, one of her representatives on this floor, I wish to 


| say something in her vindication, and in reference || 


| to the vote I may be called on to give, probably at 
| too late an hour for discussion. 
|| place, | desire to state what I understand to be the 
| rights of the original parties to the Constitution, in 
| respect to the subject of slavery within their own 
| limits. 
|| The Constitution of the United States recognised 
| the existence of slavery in the thirteen original 
| States, which were parties to that compact. The 
| recognition was not in direct terms, but by force 
| of certain stipulations designed to provide for exi- 
| gencies, which were the consequences of its exist- 
ence. These stipulations are binding upon all the 
| members of the Union—as well those which were 
so originally as those which have since been ad- 
mitted into it. Whatever opinions may be enter- 
tained with regard to the political or social influ- 
ences of slavery, the obligations of those who live 
|| under the protection of the Constitution to carry 
|| Out in good faith all its stipulations is too plain to 
| admit of doubt or controversy. It is a solemn ob- 
|| ligation, therefore, to leave the States in which 
|| slavery exists unmolested, and free to deal with it 
— ing to their own interests and conceptions of 
uty. 
Such I understand to be the rights and obliga- 
| tions of the States, which were the original parties 
to the Federal compact; and they belong equally 
| to those who have since become parties to it. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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into the Union with slavery. Whether an or- 


| a foreign State shall be admitted into the Union at 


| eral considerations of expediency, without regard 


|| only case of this kind which has occured since the 
, adoption of the Constitution. Slavery existed in 

| that republic at the time of the admission, and we 
| 





|| true the ponte ees line adopted on the adjust- 
| ment of the 


|| hibited north of 36° 30’ north latitude. But it is 
equally true, I believe, that there was no settle- 
| ment then, if there is now, in that part of Texas 


Mr. PEARCE opened the debate by an elabo- || which lies north of the parallel of latitude referred 


rate historical review of the early settlements of 
Texas, and the Spanish and French titles to that 


] to. There was no slavery to be abolished. It | 


was an uninhabited wilderness. I believe it to 


province and adjacent territory, in order to contro- || be true, also, that Texas, notwithstanding the fun- 
vert the position assumed by the Senator from || damental condition on which she was admitted into 


Louisiana, [Mr. Bowne) a few days since. 
[Mr. P.’s speech will be found in the Appen- 
ai 


ix. 

Ne. DIX then rose and said: 

Mr. Preswent: I intended to address the Sen- 
ate on the general subject of the war; but being 
always more ready to listen than to speak, I have 
given way to others, who were desirous of pre- 
senting their views to the Senate. And I have 
done so with pleasure, because I knew that they 
were much more capable than myself of enlighten- 
ing the judgment of the Senate on the questions 
betore it. I have thought the occasion an appro- 
priate one for recurring to the dares on which 
our Government was founded; of reviewing its 
progress; of entering into a critical survey of our 
position as a nation, for the purpose of estimatin 
intelligently our responsibilities to ourselves an 
others; of seeing wherein our strength consists; 
and of determining by what course of policy the 
permanent interests of the country are most likely 
to be promoted. If I do not mistake prevailing 
indications, an opportunity may be afforded here- 
after for such a review, and one fully as appropri- 
ate as the present, I pass by all these grave con- 
siderations. I rise for the purpose of saying a 
few words in t to the position taken by the 
non-slaveholdi tes concerning the acquisition 
of territory, and the admission of future States 
into the ‘Gnlon-s position taken by resolutions 


\| the Union—that slavery should not exist above | 


| 36° 30’—has extended to her whole territory, with- 


out reservation, the provisions of her constitution | 
in respect to slavery; one of which is, that * the | 


‘ Legislature shall have no power to pass laws for 


| 

i 

| ‘in money, for the slaves so emancipated.”’ 

The reasonings which prevailed with some of 


those, who voted for the admission of Texas, | 


without further restriction, are all resolvable into 


the single fact, that slavery existed in that repub- | 


lic. e took it as we found it. The same rea- 
sonings applied to the acquisition of foreign terri- 


tory, in which slavery does not exist, demand that | 
it shall be received as we find it, and that we shall 


| 8O maintain it as long as it continues to be terri- 
| tory. Ifit shail be at any time thereafter orga- 
| nized into a State, and admitted into the Union, it 
is entitled to come in with all the political rights 
of the original States, and, therefore, free to deter- 


mine for itself what its forms of organization, po- | 


litical or social, shall be, provid 


they are not 
inconsistent with the obli 


tions of the fundamen- 


tal compact between the States, or with any stipu- | 


| lation or compromise in sa to the territory 
from which it is formed. If slavery exists when 

a State comes into the Union, it may be subse- 
| quently abolished-in such form as the constitution 


GLOBE. 


It has been largely discussed on both | 
New York is one of the States, by which \| 
|| resolutions relating to the question have begn | 
| adopted. Her course, as well as that of other | 


And, in the first | 


I pass to the consideration of admitting new States || 


| ganized State, formed from territory not belonging | 
| to the United Siates, or, in other words, whether | 


1 all, is a problem which may be determined (waiv- | 
| ing all questions of constitutional power) upon gen- | 


|| to the particular conditions on which it is proposed | 
to be received. The admission of Texas is the | 


did not require that it should be abolished. [t is || 


1e Missouri question was fixed as one of | 
| the conditions of the admission, Slavery was pro- | 


‘ the emancipation of slaves without the consent of 
‘their owners, nor without paying their owners, | 
. previous to such emancipation, a full equivalent, | 
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\ or laws of the State prescribe for expressing the 
|| sovereign will or assent. On the other hand, if 
| slavery does not exist when a State comes into the 
| Union, it may be subsequently established by the 
act of the State, without violating any provision of 
the Federal Constitution. This freedom of action 
is laseparable from the sovereignty of the State, 
| -_ there is no authority to control it by Federal 
| laws. 
I have thus stated what I understand to be the 
|| conceded rights of the States in respect to this sub- 
| ject. I admit, to the fullest extent, the exclusive 
| control of each State over the subject, within its 
| own jurisdiction. I admit the right of the States 
| to be exempt from every species of intermeddling 
or interference within their own limits. I have 
| always acted in conformity with this admission. 
I introduced resolutions in the first meeting ever 
| held at the North in opposition to the movements 
| of the Abolitionists. The meeting was held in 
| Albany in 1835, and its proceedings not only met 
with the approbation of a large portion of the peo- 
ple of the non-slaveholding States of all parties, 
but I believe they met also with the approbation 
of the whole South. They were founded upon the 
principle I have already stated—perfect freedom in 
each State, under the guarantees of the Constitu- 
tion; to determine for itself, without external inter- 
ference, whether it will abolish, continue, or estab- 
lish slavery within its own limits, 





| acquiring new territory, as territory belongit 

|| other independent nations. We have done so in 
| two instances—by the purchase of Louisiana in 
1803, and Florida in 1820. Slavery existed in 
both; and, at the time of acquiring them, no pro- 
| vision was made for abolishing or restraining it. 
They were, in this respect, taken as they were 
found. I refer to these cases, to show that there 
has been no interference with slavery by those 
who are opposed to it in principle, where it has 
aciually existed, when acquiring new territory, 
and that they have been willing on such occasions 
to leave it to the silent influences of the moral and 
physical causes, which must ultimately determine 
its limits, both in point of time and geographical 
extent. 

A higher question than any ever yet presented 
to us is made by this bill. It_proposes an appro- 
priation of money to purchase territory from Mex- 
ico—a measure of which | approve. 1am in favor 
| of the appropriation and the purchase. I have 
always been in favor of acquiring California on 
|| justterms. [ts ports on the Pacific ocean would 

be invaluable to us, and they are of little use to 

Mexico. 

By a fundamental law of the Mexican panera. 
slavery is prohibited throughout its political juris- 

|| diction. 1 know it has been assumed that slavery 
exists in Mexico; but I believe it will be found 
that the assertion has been made without sufficient 
consideration. It is not denied that slavery is for- 
ever prohibited by the constitution of Mexico. 
The prohibition was, I believe, first proclaimed by 
President Guerrero in 1829; it has since been in- 
|| grafted upon the constitution. I am aware that 
barbarous usages, established under the Spanish 
rule, still conunue, and among them some which 
enforce the collection of debts by personal restraint 
| of the debtor. But they do not exceed in barbarity 
the laws of some of the States, in which debt was, 
| until very recently, and is perhaps now, treated as 
| a crime, and punished by imprisonment. The old 
colonial usages of Mexico do no more than to coni- 





pel a debtor to pay his debt by labor, and give the 
creditor a control over his person until it is paid. 
In the city of Mexico, if a common laborer owes 
money, his creditor may send him to a bakery, 
| and keep him there until he has paid his debt. It 
is a usage of the place. The peones, as they are 
termed, are common laborers. The term was, I 
believe, originally derived from Asia. It was in 
| vogue in the early periods of the Spanish dominion 
|| in Mexico. In the second despatch of Fernando 
| Cortez to ~ Em ee i’ (the first = = 
|| extant,) in the origi ish, he speaks is 
departure from Vor Cree with fifteen horse, and 
|| * trescientos peones’’—three hundred foot-soldiers. 
|| The military application of the term is obsolete 
'| in Mexico, and it is now applied, I believe, exclu- 
sively to common laborers. They constitute, per- 
haps, a third of the poplation of the republic. Multi- 
| tudes of them labor on the estates (haciendas) 
i for their daily bread; and if they become indebted 
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to the proprietor, he may compel them to remain 
on the estate until they pay him. This is the ex- 
tent of what is termed slavery in Mexico. It is 
an arbitrary process of enforcing the payment of 
debta; and it is decidedly more merciful than im- 
prisonment for debt. ft is a usage regulated b 
colonial laws, which are yet unrepealed, and it 
must wear out, gradually, like all usages which 
have become incorporated into the social organiza- 
tion of a people, and which are incompatible with 
its spirit, 

1 wilt read a few passages from a Spanish work 
on Mexico, (** Ensayo Historico de las Revolu- 
ciones de Megico’’—Political Essay on the Revo- 


lutsons of Mexico,) which illustrate the condition of | 
that republic, in respect to this and other remnants | 
The author (Zavala) | 


of her colonial dependence. 
speaks of the laboring classes, or peones, thus: 


‘¢ More than three millions of individuals called suddeniy | 


to enjoy the mest ample rights of citizenship, from the state 


of the most opprobrious slavery, without any immovable | 
property, withoata knowledge of any artor employinent, and || 


without commerce or industry.” 


The following passages sketch graphically the 
strugele which ia in progress between arbitrary and 
liberal principles: 


* From the year 1808 to the year 1830, that is to say, in the 
apace of a generation, such a change of ideas, of opinions, of 
parties, and of interests, has supervened, as to overthrow a 
recognised and respected form of Government, and to trans 
fer seven millions of people from despotism and arbitrary 

to the most liberal theories. Customs and habits 
GF: wit are transmitted in movements, actions, and 
eMfitinued examples, have not changed; for how can ab- 
wtract doctrines change suddenly the course of life ? 

* There is, then, a continual struggle between the doc- 


trines which are professed, the institutions which are adopt- | 


ed, the principles which are established on the one side, and 
the abuses which are sanctified, the eustomawhich prevail, 


the semi-feudal rights which are respected on the other; 1} 


between national sovereignty, equality of political rights, the 
liberty of the press, popular government on the one side, 
and between the intervention of an armed force, privileged 
rights, religious intolerance, and the proprietors of immense 
estates.”’ 

Mexico is still in a state of povwnes transition, 
passing from an arbitrary to a liberal system, and 
time will be necessary to enable her to eradicate 


and cast off deeply-seated disorders in her social | 
For more than fifty years after the | 
establishment of our independence, debt was pun- || 


How can we | 


organization. 


ished as a crime in my own State. 
expect Mexico, in less than half that period, to cast 
off all the badges of her colonial servitude? But to 


return to the point from which I departed—she has | 
a provision in her constitution prohibiting slavery | 


forever. 
Shall the territory we acquire from her come to 
us with this prohibition, or shall it be made an 


area for the further extension of slavery? In other | 


words, shall we purchase territory where slavery 
is now prohibited, and virtually rescind the pro- 
hibition? Shall we ingraft slavery upon territory 
where it does not lawfully or constitutionally ex- 
ist, using the arms of the Union to conquer, or 
the treasure of the Union to purchase, it? These 
are the questions presented to us; and the resolu- 
tions passed by the Legislatures of New York and 
other non-slaveholding States have anticipated and 
given them negative answers. The New York 
resolutions declare, that “if any territory is here- 
‘after acquired by the United States, or annexed 
‘thereto, the act by which such territory is ac- 
‘quired or annexed, whatever such act may be, 
* should contain an unalterable fundamental article 
‘or provision, whereby slavery and involuntar 
‘ servitude, except asa punishment for crime, shall 
* be forever excluded from the territory acquired or 
*annexed;”’ and they instruct the Senators from 
the State to ‘use their best efforts to carry into 
effect the views expressed in the foregoing reso- 
lutions.”’ 

‘This vote of instruction passed the Senate unan- 
imously, the question upon it having been taken 
separately from the other resolutions. All parties 
and divisions of party concurred in the propriety 
of the instruction, and of course in the subject- 
matter of the resolutions; for itis not to be sup- 
posed that any one would vote to instruct Sena- 
tors to de what he believed wrong. I ought to 
state, tliat three votes in the Senate out of twenty- 
six, (the whole number,) and nine votes in the 
House out of one hundred and five, were cast 
against the resolution containing the proposed re- 


striction; but I believe all the members who gave | 


these twelve votes, with, perhaps, a single excep- 
tion, avowed themselves in favor of the principle 
asserted, though they voted against the resolution, 


* 
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because they objected to the form in which it was 
| presented or the time selected for passing it. I 
believe | may safely say, that there is no differ- 
ence of opinion in the Legislature on the subject 
of excluding slavery from any territory hereafter 
to Be acquired. I have no knowledge of the views 
|| of the members, excepting so far as they may be 
| inferred from the terms of the resolution. I have 
|| had no communication, direct or indirect, with 
| any one of them. But it may be peeneneny pre- 
sumed that their conclusions were strengthened 
by the fact, that in the territory bordering upon 
| us on all sides, slavery is excluded, and that to re- 
ceive it without restriction would be, according to 
the construction of those who oppose restriction, 
| to extend and establish slavery where it is not 
now permitted to exist. On this question, I be- 
lieve I hazard nothing in saying, that not only 
New York, but all the non-slaveholding States, 
_are undivided in opinion. 
Mr. President, in the adoption of the resolutions 
|| to which I have referred, the non-slaveholdingStates 
have taken no new ground. It is older than the 
Constitution under which we live. It belongs to the 
era of the Confederation; to the period of partial or- 
| ganization, which intervened between the adoption 
of the Articles of Confederation and the establish- 
| ment of the Federal Government. In 1787, whena 
government was instituted for the territory north- 
west of the Ohio river, by the same men, or the 
associates of the same men, who were the authors 
of the Declaration of Independence and the framers 
of the Constitution, they included in the ordinance 
a provision prohibiting slavery and involuntary ser- 
itude. I will read it to the Senate: 
“ There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 


in the said Territory, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the said party shall have been duly con- 


vieted: Provided, al-rays, That any person escaping into the | 


same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in 
any one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully 
reclaimed, and conveyed to the person Claiming his or her 
| labor or service aforesaid.” 

The proviso in the bill which came from the 

| House is in substance the same. 

I have referred to the year 1787 as the period of 
the adoption of the provision I have read. But it 
had, in fact, a still earlier origin. It was proposed 
in 1784 by Mr. Jefferson, but failed for want of 
the votes of the requisite number of States. The 
thirteen original States then composed the Con- 
federation; the votes were taken by States, each 
State counting one; seven States, or a majority, 

| were necessary to carry any question; some ques- 
|| tions could only be decided affirmatively by nine 
| votes; and this proposition received the votes of 
|| only six States. Maryland, Virginia, and South 
'| Carolina, at that time voted against it. North 

Mr. Jefferson of Virginia, 


|| Carolina was divided. 
| of North Carolina, voted in its favor. The author 
|| the author of the provision, and Mr. Williamson 
|| of the Declaration of Independence and the author 
of the slavery restriction in the ordinance of 1787, 
are the same person. The principles proclaimed 
| 


to be practically enforced in the other. He stands 
before the world, as far as the obligations of our 
social condition permitted, consistent with himself. 
The ordinance, of which the provision I have 
quoted is a part, finally passed in the affirmative in 
1787, with a slight modification in its terms. It 
received the votes of eight States. 
one vote against it, and that was given by a mem- 
ber from New York, though the vote of the State 
was given for it. Georgia, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, and Virginia, unanimously supported it. 
Much of the Northwestern Territory was then a 
forest; and, in the hands of the fathers of the Con- 
stitution, its future destiny was = They 
performed their duty under that high sense of con- 
scientiousness and responsibility which seems to 
have guided all their detiberaiaea in providing for 
| their own government and that of the States then 
about to spring up in the bosom of the wilderness; 
and I venture to say that the entire population o 
|| that wide-spread territory, now instinct with life, 
} and strength, and freedom, and intelligence, and all 
| the blessings of civilization, looks back with ap- 
} probation and gratitude upon the conduct of those, 
_ who gave direction and shape to the political char- 
acter of the communities it contains. 
| "The non-slaveholding States have, by their reso- 
| lutions, placed themselves upon the ground taken 
_ by Jefferson more than sixty years ago. Circum- 
|| stances render the position of Jefferson even higher 


in the one were doubtless designed by the author 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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There was but || 





March 1, 


—— 


| than that now taken by them. Slavery existed qd 
jure, if not de facto, in the Northwestern Territor 
in 1787. The ordinance was a virtual abolition of 
it. The proposition, originally made in 1784 by 
Mr. Jefferson, was that after the year 1800 it 
should cease to exist. He proposed to take Six- 
teen years for its abolition. The ordinance, as jt 
passed, went into immediate effect. The non- 
i slaveholding States only ask, that in the acquisi- 
|| tion of territory now free, slavery shall! not be es. 
| tablished. [n the one case, it was abolished where 
|| itexisted; in the other, it is only proposed to be 
|| excluded where it does not exist. 
| The course of the non-slaveholding States has 
| been denounced as aggressive. Sir, it has, from the 
} earliest period, been liberal and forbearing. The 
|| have acquiesced in all the propositions which have 
| been made from time to time to add southern terri- 
} tory to the Union; they have concurred in appro- 
| priating money for the purpose, contributing their 
| own share, and thus bearing a part of the burden 
of the purchase. They united in the purchase of 
Louisiana, in the purchase of Florida, and in thean- 
|| nexation of Texas. They have contributed in these 
|| cases to the extension of slavery over & geographi- 
} cal area exceeding that of the thirteen original 
| ee nee to fqur-fifths of that of the original 





| 


| 
j 
} 
| 
| 


| States and their territories. They have voted for 
i the admission of States from Louisiana and Florida, 
with provisions in their constitutions not only re- 
| cognising slavery, but prohibiting its abolition 

| the legislative power of those States. They have 
| acceded to all this upon the principle of leaving the 
States free to regulate this subject for themselves 
within their own limits. In Texas, slavery existed 
| only nominally. That republic had an area of more 
| than three hundred thousand square miles, accord- 
|| ing to the boundaries claimed by its Congress. Its 


| 
| 


|| population, bond and free, when admitted into the 

Valen. did not exceed one hundred and fifty thou- 
| sand souls. It was, for the most part, unpopulated. 
Its admission into the Union with slavery, was 
therefore a virtual extension of slavery over an 
area equal to more than half the area of the original 
thirteen States. We were told that attempts had 
been made by foreign Governments to abolish 
slavery in Texas, and that the success of these at- 
| tempts would endanger the domestic tranquillity of 
|| the southern States. The non-slaveholding States 
|| were appealed to, on this and other grounds, to 
unite in the immediate annexation of Texas. They 
yielded their assent. In all this they have acqui- 
esced. Sir, they have done more; they have con- 
tributed to it; for it could never have been accom- 

lished but by the aid of northern votes. They 
lieve they have fulfilled towards the South every 
obligation of fraternal duty. And yet they are ac- 
cused of aggression, because they will not consent 
to the extension of slavery to free territory. 

We have been told by our southern friends, 
with few exceptions, that they regarded slavery as 
a moral and social evil, for which they were not 
responsible—an evil forced upon them by des 
rulers during their colonial dependence. It is under 
this view of the subject that they have been sus- 
tained by their friends in the non-slaveholding 
States, not only in the full possession and enjoy- 
ment of all their rights over this subject within 
their own limits under the Constitution, (this isa 
duty none should be so unscrupulous as to dis- 
regard,) but in purchasing slave territory, and 
establishing slaveholding States. Acquisition has 
gone on uninterrupted by us, and indeed aided by 








us, until there is no longer any slave territory on 


this continent to bring into the Union. We have 


literally absorbed it all. 


The non-slaveholding States are now asked to go - 


further: to purchase free territory, and leave it open 
to the extension of slavery; to extend to free soil 
and to free communities an evil which our southern 
friends have told us was forced upon them against 
their wishes and consent, The unanimity with 
which the Legislatures of New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and other States, have acted in refer- 
ence to this proposition, is but an index to the 
universal opinion which pervades the whole North 
and West. ee arte can give net assent to it. 
| It is regard | ies as involving a prit- 
| ciple which Sieh ht alte the fleeting interests 
of, the day--a principle which they should not be 
asked to yield; for by yielding it, they would con- 


sider themselves instrumental to the extension of 


what they believe to be wrong, and what, in their 
opinion, nothing but necessity can justify. 
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if the principle by which the non-slaveholding 
sates have been governed in acquiring territory 
is acquiesced in, this question ma be settled in a 


moment, and without agitation. 


ine slavery forever. Apply to it the principle which 
yas applied to Florida and Texas. 
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et the territory, || 
if any is aequired, be taken as it is found—with | 


the provision of the Mexican constitution abolish- || to make the purchase ? 


he non- || 


daveholding States have never refused to acquire | 


i@ritory with slavery where it actually existed. 
Let the South not refuse now to take free territory 
where slavery does not exist, and leave it free. 
We are told that slavery must not be excluded 
from the territories, because emigrants from the 
southern States cannotgo there with their property, 
or, in other words, their slaves, and that this would 
ve “an entire exclusion of the slaveholding States.” 
sir, I do not so understand it. It is not exclusion 
to the slaveholder, nor is it exclusion to the free 
ivorer of the South who owns no slaves. The 
suveholder who emigrates to territory where sla- 


very does not exist may employ free labor. The \ 


free laborer of the South who emigrates to free terri- 
tory is surely not injured in his condition. It is 
not so with the free laborer of the North in re- 
spect to slave territory. He will not go where he 
iscompelled to toil side by side with the slave. 
He is as effectually excluded as he would be by a 
positive prohibition. He will not emigrate with 
jis property to territory open to slaves. 


powers of exertion, his capacity for endurance, in 
the labor of his hands, 'To him these are of as much 
yalue as the property which the master has in his 
slaves. [am not very familiarly acquainted with 
the internal condition of the southern States; but 
| suppose there is a very numerous class in them, 


especially in Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, | 


Kentucky, and Missouri—l mean the non-slave- 
holding free laborers—who will be benefited by 
providing that territory, which is free when ac- 
quired, Shall remain free. I think I am not mis- 
ken In supposing this class to be far mort nu- 
merous in some, if notall the States I have named, 
than the class holding slaves. Am I mistaken in 
supposing, free labor is a powerful, if not a dom- 


inant, interest in the States referred to? Wherever | 


free labor has gone forth on this continent, the for- 
esthas bowed before it; towns and villages have 
sprang up like magic in its track; canals, railroads, 
and busy industry, in all its imaginable forms, 
have marked its progress; civilization, in its high- 
est attributes, follows it; knowledge and religion 
go with it hand in hand. Obliterate everything 
else, and you may trace its march by the school- 
house, sowing broadcast the seeds of intelligence, 
and the spire, ‘* losing itself in air, as if guiding 
the thoughts of man to Heaven.”’ Sir, I speak of 


free labor everywhere—in the South as well as the | 


North. Even on the hypothesis of an equality in 


the claims of fr€e and slave labor, (which I do not || 
admit,) the argument in favor of taking this terri- || 


tory as we find it, appears to me unanswerable. 
Mr. President, | would not have voted to con- 
nect the proviso in the bill passed by the House, 
and now awaiting the-action of the Senate, with 
any measure for the prosecution of the war. My 
State would not have desired it. The resolutions 
of the Legislature are in favor of all proper meas- 
ures for the prosecution of the war. From the 
commencement of the war, my honorable colleague 
and myself have sustained all measures recom- 
mended by the Administration for carrying it on; 
and asa member of the Committee on Military 
Alluirs, I have had some share in maturing them. 
| have voted, for the pecuniary means asked for, 
the number and desertption of troops which were. 
deemed necessary for the purpose, and a com- 
manding general for the armies in Mexico, with a 
rank in some degree commensurate with the nu- 
merical force to be combined, and moved in com- 
bination. I have opposed all propositions to clog 
military bills with extraneous matter, thus post- 
poning our action upon them at a critical period in 
the campaign. The bill under consideration is of 
adifferent character. It is a proposition to pur- 
chase territory. My friend, the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, [Mr. Sevrer,] 
with bis characteristic frankness and directness of 
purpose—qualities as honorable in a legislator as 
they are in a man—has gone so far as to indicate 
the extent of the isition which, in his 4 eee 
we ought to expect—California and New Mexico. 
he object, then, is not in doubt. It is avowedly 


|| proviso. If it shall fail to receive the sanction of the 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


The || that there is no power under the Constitution to | 
property of the free laborer is in himself—in his || prohibit slavery in the Territories. While it is | 





|| to acquire new territory, and arise in a form in 


543 





=e . oe 
to acquire foreign territory. Under these cireum- | ing on them, the addition of thé custom-house to 
| Stances, 18 it not appropriate to know on what her internal channels of communication, would 
terms foreign territory shall become territory of | make her the wealthiest community, in proportion 
the United States, when on these terms may de- || to her population, within the pale of civilization. 
| pend the propriety of appre oe ublic treasure | She would be an empire in herself. But she scorns 
ie Legislature of New | to enter into an estimate of these advantages, She 
The questions of timeand || will not * calculate the value of the Union.”” She 
circumstances were fully discussed before the adop- || prefers to stand, as she does, on the same footing 
tion of the resolutions. The proposition under dis- | with the smallest of the States, herself the most 
| cussion is nota measure for the prosecution of the || populous and powerful, rather than to stand fore- 
war. ,It was not deemed an indispensable peace | most and preéminent in the field of disunion. In 
measure; for when the pecuniary claims are all on | whatever manner this question shal! be decided, 
| our side, an appropriation of money necessarily she will be found on the side of the Union, ngt to 
| contemplates objects beyond that of making peace. _ resist dismemberment by force—for disunion is 
I say this in justice to the New York Legislature,as | better than intestihe war—but to contribute by her 
well as its Representatives in Congress, who were, || influence and her counsels to uphold the fabrie of 
with a single exception, unanimous in favor of the || the federative system. 

Mr. President, | regret to hear either distnion 
or civil war spoken of in connexion with this meas- 
ure. But, I repeat, the former is to be preferred 
to the latter. In wars waged with foreign coun- 
tries, deplorable as they always are, there are some 
moral fruits which atone, in a slight degree, for 
their accompanying evils. There is the sense of 
national honor, the parent of high achievement; 
the sentiment of patriotic devotion to the country, 
which shrinks from no labor or sacrifice in the 
public cause; and the feeling of mutual sympath 
and dependence, which pervades and unites all 
classes in the hour of adversity and peril. Far as 
they are overbalanced by the domestic bereavement 
| and the public evil which war always brings in its 

train, they serve to purify the thoughts of some- 
| thing of their selfishness, by turning them away 
from the sordid channels in which they are too apt 
torun. But civil war has no ameliorations, It 
is pure unmixed demoralization. It dissolves all 


| York so considered it, 


| Senate now, it must again arise on any proposition 
| which a decision eannot be avoided. It wiil be | 
| sustained with greater unanimity; for those who 
| now hesitate on the point of time, or from a natu- | 
ral desire to postpone the settlement of embarras- | 
sing issues, will be found in its favor. 

hatever doubt may have been entertained | 
heretofore with regard to the necessity of making 
the declaration contained in the proviso, I think 
there can be none now. It is distinctly assumed, 


| contended that there is power under the Consti- 
tution to acquire slave territory, and to introduce | 
slave States into the Union, it is denied that there 
is any authority to restrain or prohibit slavery in 
free territory. We have gone onand introduced | 
into the Union all the slave territory on this con- 


tinent; and when we reach free territory, we are || national and domestic ties. It renders selfishness 
told that the extension of the provisions of the || 


nat ‘ | F more odious, by wedding it to hatred and cruelty. 
Constitution to it renders it, ipso facto, by virwe of || The after generation, which reaps the bitter harvest 
the compromises of the Constitution, open to sla- || of intestine war, is scarcely less to be commisera- 
very. According to this construction, the extension || ted than that by whose hands the poisonous seed is 
of our Constitution and laws to any portion of the | sown. Less, far less than these, would be the evils 
Mexican territory, either by conquest or peaceful || of disunion. 
acquisition, overturns the local law, overturns the | But, sir, we shall have neither. The interests, the 
| prevision of the constitution of Mexico, which de- | feelings, the good sense of the country, all revolt 
clares slavery to be forever prohibited. Mr. Pres- | at internal dissension in every form. if this ques- 
ident, is this the true interpretation of the Consti- || tion shall be decided against the non-slaveholding 
tution under which we live? Is it armed with full | States; if their voice shall be unheeded; New York 
power to bring slave territory into the Union, but | will not, for that reason, listen to any suicidal project 
void of all power to bring im free territory, and || of dismemberment. No, sir; no. By no agency 
maintain it free? Is this the Government, to use | of hers shall the fraternal bonds which unite her 
the language of Jefferson, our fathers fought for? | to her sisters be rent asunder. ‘Their destiny, what- 
The construction referred to would establish asa || ever it may be, shall be also hers. Be it for evil 
fundamental provision of the acquisition of new || or for good, she will cling to them to the last. But 
territory that it shall be open to slavery, even || | say for her, and in her name, and I believe I do 


though free when acquired. Sir, I have not time, | not misunderstand her resolutions, that she can 
| at this late period of the session, to discuss this | 


! t > iss this || never consent-to become a party to the extension 
question with the deliberation and care its im- |) of slavery to free territory on this continent. If it 
portance demands. But a future occasion may || js to be extended to new areas—areas now conse- 
come, and I will not shrink from the discussion. 


) L ( | crated to free labor—the work must be done by 
I have heard with great regret the dissolution of |! other hands than bers; and she must leave it to 
the Union spoken of in connexion with this meas- || 

















| time and to the order of Providence to determine 
ure. I can hardly think those who so connect the || what shall be tlie legitimate fruits of measures 
| which she believes to be wrong, and to which she 
can never yield her assent. 

Mr. CORWIN rose to explain the motives 
which influenced him in giving his vote, on a for- 
mer occasion, on a bill similar to the one before the 
Senate, to which allusion had been made by the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. J. M. Crarton,] in 
the course of his speech to-day. The vote of the 
preceding session, he believed, was almost, if nos 
altogether, unanimous. It was the first of the 
series of bills passed at that time, and 8 . 
ily. He admitted that he voted for that bill—he 
voted for it under the circamstances in which it 
was presented to the Senate, They were officially 
adyised that our army had been ordered by the 
President to march from the position it had occu- 
| pied on the Nueces to the RioGrande. This order 
| was given by the President, the commander-in- 

chief, and the army was not at liberty to disobey. 
They were also informed that hostilities had been 
commenced between us and Mexico. At that time, 
General Taylor had under his command certainly 
not exceeding three thousand men—his ae 
was, that General Taylor had not more than two 
thousand five hundred men. They were informed 
| at the same time, in the same document which 
came to them from the President—if it were not 
so he he should be corrected—or through 
other channels, that the Mexican force amounted 
to eight thousand men; some statements made it « 


two subjects are aware of the position in which 
they place themselves. It is virtually declaring, 
that unless we will consent to bring free territory 
into the Union, and leave it open to the extension 
of slavery, the Union shall be dissolved. Our 
southern friends have heretofore stood upon the 
ground of defence: of maintaining slavery within 
their own limits against interference from without. 
The ground of extension is now taken, and of ex- 
tending slavery upon free territory. 1 cannot be- 
lieve this position will be sustained by the south- 
ern States. It is new ground, and it is taken with 
avowals which are calculated to spread surprise 
and alarm throughout the non-slaveholding States 
The course of the non-slaveholding States und 
these new developments will, I doubt not, be steady 
and firm. No State will stand by the Union with a 
more inflexible determination to maintain it than 
New York—none will adhere more tenaciously to 
all the obligations of the Constitution. And yet, sir, 
none could hope for a higher career of prosperity, 
if the States were to be dissevered. In eighteen 
years, her entire debt, under the provisions of her 
néw constitution, will be paid, and she will be left 
with an annual surplus income of at least three 
millions of dollars from her internal improvements, 
after defraying all the expenses of her government. 
Standing, as she does, on the line of commercial 
intercourse between the Atlantic and the great 
lakes, with the rich and productive States border- 
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force of twelve thousand men, which was hover- —it not being in order before—to offer the bill in- | Union for its exclusive advantage He 
ing about our little army with the avowed determi- troduced at the last session, for which he then |, sit here and listen to such arguments wit 














could not 














. —_— 
nation to exterminate them. Under these circum- voted, as a substitute for the bill now pending. || testing against them. The South asked can PR 
stances, the President of the United States asked || He should offer it in the precise terms of the bill || from the North. If territory was to be acauired, P 
for men and money—not for the prosecution of a || of the last session, and he hoped the Senate would || and the North had been in a position to appropriate = 
war of invasion into the heart of Mexico—not for || adoptit. At the last session, the Senator from || the whole of it, they would not have heard ear % 
the avowed purpose of taking possession of her || Georgia [Mr. Bennren] voted against the bill to || from the South. He did not know now, that if - 
towns—still less, as he was reminded by the Sen- |) which he had alluded, and, therefore, that Senator || territory should be acquired, there would eve M 
ator from Georgia, (Mr, Bennien,] to dismember || was perfectly consistent in supporting the amend- || be a slave in it; but yet the South would eed strif 
the Mexican republic, seizing a province here and | ment which he had now offered. He honored the || submit to insulting declarations. To this r hop 
another there, and holding them by right of con- || Senator from Georgia for the motives whigh in- } never would submit, and yet before God he said sect 
quest, that they mee serve as security and indem- || duced him to offer his amendment, but he disa- || he was willing to preserve this Union on an cowl 
nity for the almost boundless expense of this war. || greed with that Senator as to the extent to which | terms except dishonor. If this territory was to be evel 
He ft that time voted for that bill, as he under- || he had carried it, while at the same time he was || acquired, and it should be cultivated ‘by the free wol 
stood every Senator on this side of the Chamber || opposed to any measure which would contemplate || labor of the North—and that, he beliswsd, was the tho 
did, except two—not with a view to make war on | the dismemberment of Mexico. natural tendency of things—he did not suppose Jess 
Mexico, but for the rescue of our little army from | Mr. J. was in favor of acquiring the ports he || the southern portion of this Confederacy would mu 
te pens position, ‘The Senator from Delaware || had mentioned, and a portion of the country there | have said one word on the subject; but they were mis 
had this day reminded him of that vote, and, by || which would give the people of the United States || told that territory to be acquired now, whether not 
implication, reproached him with apparent incon- 


free access to them. In his opinion, a sufficient ex- || by conquest, or cession, or in any other way, 
tent of territory could be — by treaty, which || was to be—whose? Was it to be the property of 
would be satisfactory to both Governments. He || those who had advertised them they intended tp 


sistency. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Not at all, The Senator | 
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has perfectly justified his vote. || was of opinion such a treaty could be negotiated || appropriate it exclusively to themselves—who jp. fe 
Mr. CORWIN. Well, then, the Senator from _ without involving the dangerous question of sla- || tended to have all the spoils? Was it come to this: we 
Delaware had taken it unkind in him, that—to || very, which had been alluded to; and under these 1 How was territory acquired? Had not they from Ne 
quote that Senator’s own eloquent language—he impressions he could not vote for the amendment || the South sent their sons to shed their blood for Its re 
had hung his harp upon the willow that day when || of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] as || acquisition? Had they not poured out their treas. us 
his own and the harp of his friend from Ken- | such a vote might be inconsistent with the amend- || ures, and was it to be an_ acquisition for a portion al 
tucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,| were strung to such || ment he should offer as soon as he had the oppor- || of the country alone? Had it come to this? Did th 
mellifiuous tones. Mr, C. remembered well that | tunity. | it belong to any one section over another? How th 
he was silent on that occasion, and heshould have | [n regard to the bill under consideration, he ob- || came one section to possess the right to it under a pl 
been silent up to this hour, if it had not been that | served that it was a very different bill, though it || common trust? Each section of the country had th 
he was now placed in a different position, and he || was doubtless intended to accomplish the same || contributed equally its blood and treasure, and how th 
was anxious to vindicate that position. Why object. It was, in its present form, subject to ob- || then did it belong to a portion? If territory should si 
should he have spoken? Delighted, as he was || jections which would induce some Senators to vote 1 be acquired, it would be a common domain belong- al 
then and on all occasions, to listen to the harpings || against it. He was not prepared to say that he | ing to the union of suvereignties, to be held for ei 
of his friends from Delaware and Kentucky, he | should vote against it, but he greatly preferred to || the common benefit; and if it should so happen th 
knew his own music would have fallen on deaf | yote for,the bill of the last session. | that the people from the northern section of this 0 
ears. Those Senators had waked up tones of While he was up, although he had not risen to || Union should go there and occupy it, the South 8 
deep supplication, and what followed? Why, af- | enter into the different topics which had been || would not say a word. But the South would not ti 


ter they had strung their harps to notes of wo, 
they sat down to weep. Mr. C. had not thought 
it necessary to tune his harp on that day, and he 
did not now regret it. He, however, voted to give 
men and money for the purposes he had expressed, 
and what were they now told by the Executive 
message? That when the demand was made on 
Congress for these supplies, it was for the purpose 
of making a systematic invasion of Mexico, to 
dismember her territory, and holding it by force 
until she would accept such terms as it pleases her 
conqueror to prescribe. But those terms were not 
made known to him. They were not advised 
what they will be, and the Mexicans were to be || 
left altogether to Executive mercy. Under these 
circumstances, he thought an extreme case was 
yresented—a case which he found Senators on 
his side of the Chamber willing to say may arise, 


which might justify them in withholding the sup- Mr. BUTLER said he understood distinctl 


lies. He had acted upon his convictions of duty || purport of the remarks of the Senator from 
in the case as it was presented to him, but it never || Y 


entered into his heart or his head, to cast censure 


on those honorable Senators who differed from | from New York had pronounced the prologue to 
him. It was a long time, and after painful re- || the Wilmot proviso. Mr. B. did not know 
flection, that he brought himself to consent to give || whether the Senator from New York was to offer 
a vote different from the vote of those respected | the proviso; but, if not, he was privy to the fact 
Senators around him, to whom he looked as his || that it would be introduced. 
instructors and guides. He had risen merely to || Never since he had had a seat here, and he had 
set himself right, and having done so, he should || been here but a short time, only two months—and 
resume his seat. | he had heard much and read various newspapers— 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON appreciated the motives || but he had never.on any occasion heard or read a 
of his honorable friend from Ohio, and doubted || more invidious proscription of the South than he 
yt that Senator had acted for the best interests of || had now heard from the honorable Senator from 
the country; far be it from him, then, to chide that | New York. Yés, that Senator told them that the 
i 
| 
} 


brought into this debate, he would state that he 
was opposed to the withdrawal of the troops to 
the eastern side of the Rio Grande, and to the sur- 
render of a foot of territory already acquired, un- 


the claims they have against her. Until a treaty 
shall be made and ratified, he was in favor of a 
vigorous prosecution of the war. He had voted 
for all proper measures introduced here for sup- 
plying all the men and money required by the 
Government to carry on the war with vigor; and 
he should continue to do so, until the war can be 
satisfactorily terminated. 

He repeated that he should vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia; and as 
soon as that was disposed of, he should offer the 
amendment to which he had directed the attention 
of the Senate. 
the 
ew 
ork, [Mr. Dix.] They were designed to pre- 
pare the way for what wastocome. The Senator 


honorable Senator for pursuing the course he had || old and free States have a monopoly of good faith, 
chosen to adopt. religion, and education, under the influence of free 
Mr. H. JOHNSON desired to make one or two || labor. And why were such remarks made here? 

remarks on the amendment of the distinguished | Mr. DIX explained. He was understood to 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] in rela- || say that in sealing of free labor and the traces it 
tion to the acquisition of a portion of Mexican ter- || left, he spoke of free labor as well at the South as 
ritory. At the last session of Congress, he voted || at the North. 
for the bill appropriating two millions of dollars | Mr. BUTLER ¢aid, he recognised no such dis- 
to enable the President of the United States to ne- | tinction. It was a distinction without a difference. 
gotiate a treaty of peace, limits, and boundaries | They had no free labor at the South; and yet he 
with the republic of Mexico. He voted for that || saw no superiority of the North over the South. 
bill under the impression that it would enable us || He doubted very much if the North was not in- 
to acquire San Francisco and Monterey, two ports || debted to southern labor. Yes, southern labor— 
on the Pacific, and a sufficient portion of territory || they might call it slave labor, if they chose. He 
to give the citizens of the United States free in- || looked upon the proposition which the speech of 
tereourse with such ports—-territory that might be || the Senator from New York prefigured as partial, 
tairly acquired to the satisfaction of the Mexican || and.he could not submit to it. 

The South did not come into the Confederacy 


Government. He was now prepared to vote for a 
similar bill, and his intention was, as soon as the || on such terms, nor could he submit to the Govern- 


amendment now before the Senate was disposed of 








a menrnns 





ment being administered by one portion of the 


til Mexico makes compensation to our citizens for | 


submit to have these insulting propositions insert- 
| ed in their legislation in advance. Fe came here to 
carryout the Constitution in good faith towards 
| all portions of the Union; but when he heard the 
taunt, that that portion of the country which he 


| represented should contribute with the rest, but 


| should enjoy nothing at all, he lost all patience. 
He would not attempt to eulogize the South, but, 
before God, he would warn gentlemen, if she was 
to be regarded and treated with inequality, they 











1 free, and that the Federal Government had no 


their 








| would tear up the instrument to which they had 
| Subgeribed in good faith. He hoped the threatened 
| calamity would be averted. He wanted to preserve 
| this Union; but if the crisis was to be brought on, 
| the South was ready to meet it. 

| Mr. COLQUITT trusted that the patriotism of 
| the entire country was sufficient to crush any sec- 
| tional or political attempt to sever this Union, If 
| this fearful crisis should arrive, he had confidence 
| even in the patriotism of the great empire State of 
New York to prevent a combination of politicians 
| becoming strong enough to sever this Union. He 
would say as a southern man, “ Let it come;”’ but 
still he had an abiding confidence in the patriotism 
| of the people of this Union that the crisis would 
be averted. He felt his blood curdle in his veins 
| at the prospect of such threatened horrors. And 


| 





why, why should the subject be here introduced? 
The old thirteen States have been bound her 
by the Constitution, and why should this agitating 
question be here introduced? It was politicians 
who charged upon the South a desire to acquire 
| more slave territory; but who, he asked, had 
said it? They took the ground that any terri- 
| tory to be acquired might be slave territory or 


| right to pass any laws to impose conditions of that 
| mature. That was the ground they occupied. The 
South neither claimed that it should be slave ter- 
_ritory nor refused their sanction to its being free. 
| They claimed that it should be left to the people 
| who shall occupy it. If the Federal Government 
| should make such a declaration as this, the people 
| of the States to be formed out of the territory 
| be acquired could get together and change it at 

leasure. They had the right tu expect 
e North would not enforce on the South 


that 


| such arestriction. TheSouth loves this Union; and, 
| 


as he had remarked before, if a blow was to come 
it would not come from the South. Every section 


of this Union should be prepared to frown it down. 
If, however itions of a mischievous char- 
pe Ln ag 2a here, the South would insist 
on her rights. 
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